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UVM has a proud history of 

accomplishment in NCAA 

Division I athletics. We’ve 

earned a reputation as a 

university where the tradition 

of the “student-athlete” still 

flourishes. As the state’s 

lone Division I program, the 

Catamounts compete at the 

highest levels in college sports 

while remaining equally 

ambitious in the classroom. 

For the past 22 semesters 

— that’s 11 years — UVM 

student-athletes have achieved 

a grade-point average of 3.0  

or better.

Athletics is also a key contributor 

to student and community life, 

enriching campus with games 

that excite fellow students as 

well as citizens, alumni and fans 

from across the state and  

New England.

This campaign holds promise 

to transform UVM Athletics. 

Investments from an  

up-to-date facility for basketball 

and hockey, increased athletic 

scholarship, and endowed 

coaches’ positions will continue 

to elevate the level of play and 

the Catamounts’ success on 

and off the field. Join us. 

COMPETE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL

IN ATHLETICS  
AND ACADEMICS

18 teams

with eight men’s and ten 
women’s sports

Catamounts

movemountains.uvm.edu
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Over the past decade, UVM Athletics 

has been on the move with a clear 

vision, a compelling strategic plan 

and a positive competitive culture. 

Our men’s hockey, men’s and women’s 

basketball, and skiing programs are 

nationally recognized — the ski team 

is a six-time winner of the national 

championship, while both men’s and 

women’s basketball are frequent 

contenders in national tournaments. 

Other programs have significant 

regional success and are on the cusp 

of national recognition. 

Our vision is for UVM Athletics to 

achieve an across-the-board national 

profile. We want to accomplish this 

through our competitive record while 

winning recognition for what our 

student-athletes accomplish in the 

Advancing Athletics

science lab, library and classroom.

This is an ambitious vision, one that 

will require substantial investment. 

This is why we have launched Move 

Mountains: The Campaign for The 

University of Vermont. And this is why 

we now look to you — alumni, friends 

and supporters — to push with us as 

we move mountains. 

Multi-purpose Event Center: 

$35 million

While our ice hockey and basketball 

teams exemplify the finest of college 

athletics, our facilities have fallen 

behind. The time has come to 

construct a multi-purpose event center, 

which will significantly improve the 

experience for all UVM students, from 

varsity student-athletes to those who 

“THIS IS WHERE a new athletic facility could be a real game-changer. UVM is already a 

special place — there’s a great vibe here. Through the campaign, if we can construct a 

sparkling new building, fully fund our athletic scholarships and provide more robust 

operating budgets for individual sports, it will raise the level of our play and UVM’s 

reputation. We could become the destination athletics program in the Northeast.”

— John Becker, the Rob and Meghan Cioffi Endowed Head Men’s Basketball Coach  

and a 10-year veteran of the program
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come to cheer. It will also be a boon 

for large university gatherings, such as 

commencement and convocation, as 

well as community events, including 

trade shows and concerts.

Plans on the drawing board call for 

a main arena that could accommodate 

5,000 patrons for hockey and basketball 

and more for center-stage concerts. 

Seating will be comfortable, with a 

molded-chair style for the majority 

of sections and bench seating in a 

student zone at one end. This facility 

will bring UVM Athletics up to par with 

competitors in basketball’s America 

East Conference (AEC) and in the 

Hockey East Association.

Endowed Coaches’ Positions: 

$8 million

Through the campaign, we aim 

to endow head coach positions 

for UVM’s highest-profile sports: 

men’s and women’s basketball, 

hockey, and skiing. The income from 

these endowments can be used to 

supplement coaches’ salaries and 

provide critical additional funds 

coaches can use to advance their 

programs. Endowment dollars, for 

example, could be used at the coaches’ 

discretion to help with recruiting, team 

travel or equipment purchase. Similar 

to the way that endowed chairs raise 

the bar in academic departments, 

endowed coaches’ positions will help 

UVM Athletics recruit and retain the 

very best coaches. 

movemountains.uvm.edu

Athletic Scholarship 

Endowment Fund: $7 million

Increased financial aid will enable us to 

attract high-quality student-athletes. 

Currently, we are only able to provide 

80 percent of scholarship limits 

established by the NCAA, and yet 

we compete against institutions that 

provide 100 percent of the allowable 

limits. Additional athletic scholarships 

will close this gap, helping us be more 

effective in our recruiting efforts and 

ultimately achieve a more successful 

overall program. 
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UVM Athletics demands the best from 

student-athletes and from coaches. 

As a mid-major program without 

the financial resources of larger 

competitors, we’ve had to work hard 

to be more innovative and effective in 

developing our teams. And we’ve been 

successful: For years, UVM Athletics 

has continued to surprise and delight, 

from the ski slopes to the basketball 

court to the hockey rink. We know we 

are capable of far more.

Move Mountains: The Campaign 

for The University of Vermont presents 

Athletics with an extraordinary 

For more details about any of these 

giving opportunities, contact:

The University of Vermont Foundation

411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401

802-656-2010 | foundation@uvm.edu

opportunity to realize this potential. 

Already, support from alumni, parents 

and friends is transforming tomorrow’s 

vision into today’s reality. 

Now, we need your help. Together, 

we can succeed in this campaign, 

which will strengthen our athletic 

program by allowing us to recruit 

the most talented student-athletes 

and by constructing a much-needed, 

up-to-date multi-purpose facility that 

will benefit the entire community. 

Together, we will move mountains.

Mission Statement

The intercollegiate athletics program at The University of Vermont facilitates the personal growth and education of young 

men and women through their participation in a comprehensive program of NCAA Division I sports. As an integral part of 

the university, the intercollegiate athletics program actively promotes equity and diversity, fosters the pursuit of academic 

and athletic excellence, and provides community enrichment.
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family ties run deep. “UVM 

student-athletes are a tight-knit 

group. You don’t find that everywhere,” 

says Alexx Privitera ’16, who plays 

men’s hockey for the Catamounts. 

This is especially true for Privitera, 

who transferred to UVM to finish 

his collegiate hockey career playing 

alongside his brother, Jarrid ’18.

“The culture of hockey here is 

great,” says Jarrid. “Once you see, you 

want to be part of it.” The brothers 

have seen their share of action on the 

ice: Alexx assisted on Jarrid’s game-

winning goal in Game 3 of the 2015 

Hockey East Quarterfinal. Off the 

ice, the two spearheaded a pediatric 

cancer fundraiser in memory of their 

two-year-old cousin, Brooke, who died 

from a rare childhood cancer. 

“We wanted to honor her life 

and raise awareness of the disease,” 

Alexx explains. The whole team and 

coaching staff wore cancer awareness 

ribbons all season long, thanks to 

their initiative.
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The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.


