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Doing More — Faster —  
To Save the Environment

Environmental issues will define this 

century. Satisfying human needs 

without destroying nature is our 

generation’s defining challenge, one 

facing leaders in Vermont, across the 

United States and around the world — 

and we must act quickly.

To respond to this challenge, 

UVM has created the Institute for 

Environment. This new venture 

will build on UVM’s long-standing 

leadership in this area — from 

pioneering research on acid rain, lake 

health, national parks, biodiversity 

conservation and nature’s economic 

value to starting the country’s very 

first university-wide interdisciplinary 

environmental program in 1972.

The new institute will be a catalyst, 

harnessing the collective power of 

the university’s 350 environmental 

researchers to target the world’s most 

critical environmental problems. This 

new approach, which breaks down 

traditional barriers of scholarship, will 

dramatically accelerate understanding, 

solutions and action.

This campaign is vital to the 

institute’s successful launch. Exciting 

environmental research is already 

happening across UVM. To bring these 

separate efforts together so they can 

effect widespread and lasting impact 

on science and policy, substantial new 

resources are needed. UVM leaders 

are committed, and the timing is 

right. Join us.

movemountains.uvm.edu
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The Institute for Environment will speed up the rate 

of discovery by connecting the right people — UVM 

researchers, government, industry and nonprofit 

organizations — to address the complex, pressing 

issues facing society.

 we ACCELERATE 

 RESEARCH, 
 solutions and

ACTION
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Climate Change

Natural resources expert Lini Wollenberg is 

revolutionizing the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions from agriculture, a major cause of 

climate change. Her work dramatically improves 

low-emission farming options, increases the 

accuracy of CO2 measurement and creates new 

global standards for sustainable agriculture.

Feeding the Planet

How to feed a global population of 9 billion without 

destroying the planet is the question that drives 

Taylor Ricketts, a leading conservation ecologist. 

His research on bees and pollination, which helps 

important crops grow, is giving farmers economic 

incentives to conserve species in ways that also 

increase crop yields.

Water Security

Engineer Donna Rizzo studies the risks, social 

impacts and solutions of environmental problems. 

She’s currently looking at Lake Champlain and 

other vital watersheds, developing tools to help 

cities prevent water pollution and drinking 

water contamination.

Energy Solutions

Jennie Stephens is working to create the renewable 

energy systems of tomorrow. Her research on 

sustainable energy use will support social and 

cultural change to increase conservation and help 

utilities, such as Vermont’s Green Mountain Power, 

enhance the sustainability and efficiency of Smart 

Grid technologies.
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Ph.D. and Postdoctoral 

Fellows: $11 million

Attracting the world’s top graduate 

students, the engine of scientific 

research, is key to the institute’s 

success. This requires exciting research 

opportunities and competitive 

funding. Campaign support will help 

establish an endowment to attract 

12 new Ph.D. and postdoctoral 

researchers every three years. Cohorts 

of four Ph.D. students will benefit 

from highly competitive three-year 

funding packages to connect and 

spark university environmental efforts. 

Every two years, four new postdoctoral 

researchers will receive support to 

form productive research relationships 

that will have real-world impacts and 

launch their careers.

Faculty Kick-Start Grants:   

$4.5 million

The institute will offer seed funding 

for scholars to promote new 

interdisciplinary collaborations 

targeting solutions to pressing real-

world issues. This endowment will 

fund innovative new research areas 

and new graduate courses and help 

develop larger funding proposals. For 

example, a project seeded with $8,000 

to estimate the economic value of 

Brazil’s forests was recently awarded 

$200,000 to establish a research 

exchange program. As a result, UVM 

graduate students will gain valuable 

international experience advancing 

best practices for sustainable 

development and conservation 

in Brazil.
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Research Faculty : $3.5 million

Research faculty are typically early-

career scholars hired to build or 

establish new research areas at UVM. 

A new strategic endowment will 

support new research faculty, hired for 

three-year terms, to galvanize research 

across campus. Their energy, ambition 

and research focus can link together 

UVM’s more senior faculty. For 

example, Gillian Galford joined UVM as 

a research professor in 2012 and has 

since led the first comprehensive state-

level climate assessment in the U.S., 

established key courses in land use 

modeling and secured funding from 

organizations including Google, NASA 

and the National Science Foundation. 

Over 10 years, this endowment will 

help the institute recruit up to 12 

top scholars to Vermont for three-

year terms.

Policy and Outreach 

Coordinator:   $2.5 million

The policy and outreach coordinator 

will take the lead to connect the 

institute’s work with decision makers 

and the public to ensure that the full 

impact of our collaborative research 

is realized. This effort to link UVM’s 

teaching and research to real-world 

problems will not only broaden the 

recognition of the work we do here 

but also inform and influence critically 

important decisions in the public 

policy realm.

“THIS IS WHERE we transform UVM into a global leader on environmental issues and 

help build a more sustainable future. With your support, this institute will accelerate the 

research, collaboration and solutions needed to address the most urgent environmental 

issues facing Vermont, the U.S. and the world.”

— Dr. Taylor Ricketts is director of UVM’s Gund Institute for Ecological Economics.



The time is right to launch this 

important new institute. It will make 

UVM one of the country’s top places 

to conduct research on real-world 

problems. It will create new synergies 

among the university’s already 

impressive roster of environmental 

experts and attract leading scholars 

and additional funding to campus. 

Most fundamentally, it will speed up 

the rate of discovery that will lead 

to solutions on the great challenges 

facing our region, our nation and our 

global community.

Move Mountains: The Campaign for 

The University of Vermont presents an 

extraordinary opportunity to make 

this institute a reality. Action on the 

environment is urgently needed; we 

need your help to put these plans in 

motion. Together, we can succeed in 

establishing the institute as a place 

for leaders to understand and solve 

perplexing environmental problems 

and build a sustainable future. 

Together, we will move mountains.

For more details, contact:

The University of Vermont Foundation

411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401

802-656-2010 | foundation@uvm.edu



The University of Vermont Foundation      411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401      802-656-2010      movemountains.uvm.edu

The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.


