


IN THIS
SPECIAL PLACE,
surrounded by some of the most stunning natural beauty in 

the nation, lies an institution that has been quietly yet steadily 

achieving excellence. The University of Vermont is the ideal 

setting for students to explore their passions, develop their 

talents and prepare to change their communities for the better.

Here, students collaborate with 

world-class faculty who choose to 

be at this university because it is 

the place where they can do their 

best work — where, as teachers and 

scholars, they can focus on shaping 

the next generation of leaders who 

are motivated to achieve, while 



working side by side with them on 

research that solves society’s greatest 

challenges and creates a healthier, 

more vibrant, more innovative and 

sustainable world.

Together they move mountains. 

The time has come for UVM to 

move forward, to pursue excellence 

with even greater confidence and to 

assert our position among the nation’s 

best public universities. We are one of 

the original “Public Ivies” and this title 

suits us, as we prize affordability and 

academic quality. We are an asset not 

only to Vermont but also to the nation 

and the world. Today we are poised to 

advance this university in significant 

ways and be recognized for what we 

do so well. 

By supporting The Campaign 

for the University of Vermont, 

you can ensure that our 10,000 

undergraduates have access to 

success via an education that is 

affordable yet life-changing, offering 

them every opportunity to prepare to 

shape a world that is shrinking while 

growing more complex. You can 

support our 1,800 master’s, doctoral 

and medical students, who already 

know where their passions lie as 

they prepare to take the next step in 

their careers. You can help provide 

affordable, high-quality health care 

through the physicians, nurses and 

staff at The University of Vermont 

Medical Center. And you can ensure 

that our faculty members have the 

resources and facilities they need 

to inspire students, to engage them 

in making discoveries right here in 

Vermont that have an amazing ripple 

effect far beyond our borders. You 

too can move mountains.

Right now, I ask you to join us  

in supporting the people at the heart 

of UVM’s mission, who in turn will  

elevate our entire university to a 

new level of excellence, quality  

and value.

With every best wish, 

Tom Sullivan, President



DIFFERENTLY
Robotics is often seen as a straightforward engineering challenge: 

design a robot, build it, program it to perform specific tasks. But 

Professor Josh Bongard, an expert in evolutionary robotics, takes a 

different approach that brings knowledge of human biology, learning 

and evolution into the equation. He and his students design and code 

virtual robots that can run algorithms to adapt their form and function 

to the performance of a given task — essentially letting the robots 

“learn” how to do it best — and only then give their machines three-

dimensional form. This approach has earned Bongard a Presidential 

Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers and funding from 

the National Science Foundation, but for him it all comes back to the 

classroom. “The world is changing, industry is changing and change 

demands students who can think differently,” he says.

Josh Bongard, Ph.D., associate professor of computer science

WE THINK



TEACHING
TRANSFORM

Google SketchUp. GoMotion. SpiderScribe. iMovie. Hundreds of 

technology applications have the potential to engage students 

in learning like never before, as more schools introduce tablets 

and laptops. UVM’s Tarrant Institute for Innovative Education is 

a national model of how states can realize that potential. “We 

understood early on that you can drop technology in and not have 

it make much difference, or it can dramatically transform teaching 

and learning — but only if you develop teachers’ ability to harness 

its power,” says Institute Director and Professor of Middle Level 

Education Penny Bishop. The Institute partners with middle-grade 

educators at more than a dozen Vermont schools to provide on-site 

training, consulting and online resources to help them integrate 

these tools into their teaching. The program is expanding to 60 more 

schools, but its reach is much broader, thanks to a blog, podcasts and 

other resources used by teachers all over the world. 

Penny Bishop, Ed.D., director, Tarrant Institute for Innovative Education www.  uvm.edu/ti ie



I PURSUE
Jacqueline Cardoza ’17 came to UVM from rural Connecticut 

to study at the Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural 

Resources, where she holds a Donald H. DeHayes Multicultural 

Scholarship. Her early coursework sparked an interest in 

environmental health and social justice — an interest furthered 

by fieldwork that has ranged from testing lead levels in soil near 

Burlington’s schools and playgrounds to studying the causes of 

water contamination among Masai communities in Kenya. Cardoza 

cofounded UVM’s chapter of Partners in Health | Engage, which 

raises funds and awareness for global health issues, and she aims 

for a career in environmental epidemiology, tracing connections 

between diseases and their environmental causes. “I learned that 

who you are and where you live can directly impact your health, 

and my dream is to help those who do not have a voice,” she says. 

Jacqueline Cardoza ’17, environmental studies major
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WE SAVE

How will climate change impact the Lake Champlain watershed 20, 40 

or even 80 years from now? And how could different public policies 

influence that impact? Dr. Judith Van Houten is leading a statewide 

effort to model the future of the watershed that involves UVM, several 

colleges and schools, and public officials and policymakers. The 

project is gathering environmental data from the lake and running it 

through sophisticated computer modeling to assess how a range of 

practices — land use, transportation, recreation, development, even 

tax policy — could influence the watershed’s future as the climate 

changes. “Modeling an entire watershed is an enormous job, and this 

integrated assessment model makes our approach revolutionary, but 

we have the talent right here at UVM to do it,” Van Houten says. The 

project has broad implications as the nation and world address the 

challenge of preserving water supplies.

Judith Van Houten, Ph.D., University Distinguished Professor of Biology, 

state director of the Vermont Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive 

Research, director of the Vermont Genetics Network 



I INSPIRE
YOUNG

WRITERS
I stress to my students that writing poetry, like any art, is a 

discipline and a craft. There is a long-standing debate about 

whether you can teach someone how to write. I say you can. I 

teach my students some of the time-honored tools other writers 

have used to move people. I help them develop a relationship 

with language that goes beyond its everyday usage. I try to model 

a passion for writing. It is not about cheerleading for students but 

challenging them and introducing them to poems that will awaken 

in them the desire to be writers. I want them to say, ‘Wow, I didn’t 

know you could do that with language.’ I want them to experience 

the difficult work of using language to represent the world around 

us with a certain amount of exactitude.

Major Jackson, the Richard Dennis Green & Gold Professor in UVM’s 

Department of English, has published three books of poetry and won 

multiple awards, including a 2013 Guggenheim Fellowship.



I FOUND
EVERYTHING

Soccer player. Honors student. Aspiring physician. Alex Jenkins ’17 of 

Rhode Island saw UVM as the best place to pursue all her passions —  

and after earning a UVM Presidential Scholarship and additional 

athletic and merit awards, she never looked back. “Everything I 

wanted was what UVM had,” she says. “The science programs, the 

faculty, the community, a Division I soccer team, Burlington, the 

environment, everything.” Jenkins balances her commitment to the 

UVM women’s soccer team with a major in neuroscience, Honors 

College activities, community service and participation in 

UVM’s Pre-medical Enhancement Program (PEP), which 

creates a pathway for talented undergraduates into 

the College of Medicine. She has a medical student 

mentor, shadows UVM physicians and attends 

grand rounds. Jenkins’ career goal stems from 

childhood experiences with diabetes and the 

endocrinologist who helped her navigate that 

journey: “I want to have the same kind of 

impact on patients that he had on me.”

Alex Jenkins ’17, neuroscience major



WE HELP
BUSINESSES

THRIVE
Roughly two in three businesses are family-owned, ranging from such 

recognized names as Marriott, Honda and Mars to retail chains, smaller 

stores and restaurants. Under the guidance of Dr. Pramodita Sharma, 

UVM’s School of Business Administration has become a recognized 

center for research and teaching about the unique challenges facing 

family-owned businesses. This year, hundreds of students and faculty 

from 25 countries traveled to UVM for the Global Family Enterprise 

Case Competition and the Family Enterprise Research Conference. Dr. 

Sharma also teaches courses on entrepreneurial family firms — classes 

that attract students who grew up in family businesses, as she did in 

India — and she often brings alumni family business owners back to 

share expertise. “UVM is becoming a key anchor for these businesses 

all over the region, nation and world,” Sharma says. “This work brings 

the world to Vermont.”

Pramodita Sharma, Ph.D., Sanders Chair and Professor of Family Business www.  uvm.edu/business/vfbi



WE STOP
DEADLY

DISEASES
Vermont may seem far removed from the challenges of the developing 

world, but the Vaccine Testing Center in UVM’s College of Medicine is 

a leader in the quest for vaccines against its most challenging diseases: 

dengue fever, malaria, cholera, typhoid fever and shigella, among others. 

Collaborative clinical trials with the National Institutes of Health and 

Johns Hopkins already have shown promising results for a vaccine 

against dengue fever, a mosquito-borne illness that infects 50 to 100 

million people annually. Another focus is vaccine development for 

intestinal infections, which are especially devastating for children with 

malnourishment and limited access to medical care. “These children 

often get locked in a cycle of malnutrition and poverty and intestinal 

disease, and our vaccines have the potential to break that vicious cycle,” says 

Center Director Beth Kirkpatrick, M.D. “These diseases are the number-

one killer of children in the developing world.”

Beth Kirkpatrick, M.D., director, UVM Vaccine Testing Center

www.  uvm.edu/medicine/vaccinetestingcenter



I FOUND
INSPIRATION

The University of Vermont is teeming with dedicated individuals 

committed to furthering students’ academic promise. The strides 

I have made during my time here have been the direct result of the 

resources, support, mentorship and guidance afforded by the faculty 

around me. The professors and administrators at this university 

have an uncanny ability to pick out, seize upon and cultivate 

academic potential. Were it not for their encouragement and 

intermittent nudges in the right direction, I would not be in the 

position that I am today. 

Chris Kenseth ’15 is a native Vermonter who came to UVM on a Green 

& Gold Scholarship. He has spent three years working in the lab of 

chemistry professor Giuseppe Petrucci, where he analyzes man-made and 

organic aerosol compounds to understand their environmental impact. 

Winner of a prestigious Goldwater Scholarship, he has been accepted to 

the California Institute of Technology’s Ph.D. program in chemistry.



I INVEST
FUTURE
Julie Simon Munro ’86 was drawn to UVM by its reputation for 

excellence in the liberal arts and sciences. Once here, she wasn’t 

disappointed. “UVM was regarded as top-10 ‘Public Ivy’ and I took 

so many great classes in the College of Arts & Sciences — history, 

art history, political science — that piqued my interest in travel and 

learning about the world,” she says. Not long after she graduated, 

her family established a scholarship program for students with a 

demonstrated commitment to leadership and service. A few years 

ago, Munro herself created the Simon Family Public Research 

Fellowships in the Honors College to help students with financial 

need participate in community-based research with faculty 

mentors. “The best investment is an investment in a young person’s 

education,” Munro says. “I believe in the University of Vermont, and I 

want it to be able to attract and support the most talented students 

who are eager to create a better world.”

Julie Simon Munro ’86, alumna and longtime UVM supporter
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The Campaign for the University of Vermont 

will ensure that we can continue to move 

mountains. Whether you experienced UVM 

yourself or through the eyes of a relative, 

friend or colleague, you know that this 

place transforms lives. You know that our 

surroundings, our culture and our community 

inspire talented people to thrive as learners 

and innovators who think differently and blaze 

their own trails. Today we are committed to 

advancing excellence and academic rigor 

throughout UVM, but we cannot achieve this 

without the help of alumni and friends.

Over the course of the campaign, we will 

raise $500 million in private support. This total 

includes endowment funds that are invested  

to generate income for specific purposes,  

current-use funds that support strategic 

initiatives and estate commitments that 

provide a solid base for the future. 

The campaign will transform many  

areas of UVM, from student life and academic 

research to the planned Multi-Purpose Event 

Center, which will create new athletic and 

recreational opportunities for the entire 

campus. This effort will bolster UVM’s ability  

to move mountains now and for years to  

come — through the students we educate,  

the discoveries we make and the impact we 

have on Vermont and the world.

To move mountains is to change lives. At UVM, this is our 

passion and our calling. It is what we do every single day.

Join us in this historic effort to advance UVM.



for our Students for our Faculty

OUR GOAL: Raise $175 million for scholarships, financial aid and support for student 

learning experiences.

THE IMPACT: Help the most talented students from all backgrounds afford UVM and 

access additional learning opportunities beyond the classroom. 

1 IN 3 DOLLARS RAISED 
will support scholarships and  

financial aid.

1  in  3
UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATIONS HAVE DOUBLED from 11,000 to  
22,000 over the past decade 

49TH OUT OF 50: UVM’s rank in state support for higher education

1 IN 3 in-state students are financially “high need,” up from 23 percent six years ago

MORE THAN HALF of out-of-state students receive need-based financial aid 

AVERAGE STUDENT LOAN DEBT: $22,415 for Vermonters | $29,151 out-of-
state (not including parent loans)

OUR GOAL: Raise $150 million to double the number of endowed faculty positions.

THE IMPACT: Position UVM as a talent magnet for new faculty members and ensure 

that current professors can excel at the highest level.

1 IN 10 PROFESSORS ENDOWED 
After the campaign, 1 in 10 professors 

will hold an endowed position

The Value of an Endowed Position – what it makes possible:

 A portion of the faculty member’s salary

 New courses and related student experiences

 Research expenses, including support for graduate and 
undergraduate students

 Travel for research and conferences

“THIS IS WHERE I will  

become the first in my 

family to graduate  

from college — and the 

Blittersdorf Scholarship 

is helping make  

that possible.” 

— Brad Roy, senior, Waterbury, VT

“THIS IS WHERE I can advance 

the research mission of the 

department of medicine 

by supporting my 

extraordinary colleagues.”

— Polly Parsons, M.D., the E. L. 

Amidon Chair of the department of 

medicine in the College of Medicine



for our Campus

“THIS IS WHERE I know we 

can attract highly qualified 

students and faculty, and 

we already have a great 

asset in Dean Garcia.” 

— Richard Barrett ’66, lead donor 

to the STEM Complex 

OUR GOAL: Raise $135 million to complete seven capital projects that will benefit students, 

faculty and the larger UVM community.

THE IMPACT: Transform UVM’s Campus to better connect the many disciplines at the heart 

of teaching, learning and research here: the humanities, science, engineering and medicine.

Multipurpose Event Center 
Fundraising Goal: $35 million  
Total cost: $50 million

 Phase 1: New shared arena for ice hockey, basketball 
and special events

 Phase 2: Hockey practice facility and campus  
recreation center

Kalkin Hall Expansion and Renovation 
Fundraising Goal: $10 million

 Three-story addition, partial renovation, atrium

 Two 35-seat classrooms, 60-seat case-method 
classroom, student breakout rooms, faculty offices, 
graduate student spaces and upgraded computer lab

Billings Library 
Fundraising Goal: $9 million (complete)

 Restoration of the Great Hall, Apse and Marsh Lounge

 New home of the library’s Special Collections, the 
Center for Holocaust Studies and the Center for 
Research on Vermont

STEM Complex 
Fundraising Goal: $26 million 
Total cost: $104 million

 Features modern classrooms, labs, 
research spaces and equipment

 The largest capital project ever 
undertaken by UVM

UVM Medical Center Inpatient Building 
Fundraising Goal: $35 million 
Total cost: $175 million

 Four floors of private, technologically 
advanced rooms for medical-surgical patients

 A much-improved environment for patients, 
staff and students

Taft School Renovation 
Fundraising Goal: $5 million

 Transformation of a former school into a home for  
art and art history

 New studio, classroom and exhibition space

Alumni House 
Fundraising Goal: $11 million

 Renovation of a Queen Anne Revival–style 
house on campus

 New adjoining pavilion

 Host site for alumni events and activities



Right now, we call on every alumnus 

and alumna, every friend and 

community member, everyone who 

cares about the University of Vermont 

to join us in Move Mountains: The 

Campaign for The University of Vermont. 

We are small enough for you to see the 

impact of your investments, yet large 

enough to harness these resources in 

ways that will improve the world far 

beyond this campus. 

When you support UVM, you 

invest in a university that is one of the 

nation’s best. You put our exceptional 

education within reach of more 

students and families. You ensure 

that students and faculty can achieve 

their dreams at the highest level. You 

advance research and service that are 

transforming our schools and hospitals, 

our businesses and technology, our 

museums and cultural institutions, our 

state and communities around  

the globe.

HELP US
MOVE MOUNTAINS

This is the moment to move mountains.

for our Programs & Research

“THIS IS WHERE we focus on 

doing research that matters 

and connecting it to real-

world problems.” 

— Taylor Ricketts, Ph.D.,  

director, Gund Institute for 

Ecological Economics

Student Programs
The campaign will help us give students more of the  
10 High-Impact Educational Practices defined by the 
Association of American Colleges and Universities:

• First-Year Seminars and Experiences 
• Common Intellectual Experiences
• Learning Communities 
• Writing-Intensive Courses
• Collaborative Assignments and Projects 
• Undergraduate Research
• Diversity/ Global Learning 
• Service Learning, Community-Based Learning
• Internships 
• Capstone Courses and Projects

Selected Campaign Priorities:  

First-Year Experience Program | Advising Center | Career Services |  

Center for Global Engagement | Undergraduate Research 

Fellowships | Service Learning Fellowships

Research Support
According to a 2014 Chronicle of Higher Education survey 
of researchers with federal grant support:

 Nearly half had abandoned a critical area of 
investigation due to financial constraints

 More than 75 percent cut back on graduate students 

and research fellows

Selected Campaign Priorities:  

Center for Entrepreneurship and Family Business | Humanities 

Center | Mt. Mansfield Biological Research Station | Neuroscience 

and Behavioral Health  | SPARK-VT Commercial Development 

Fund | Vermont Advanced Computing Core Upgrade |  

Vermont Cancer Center



Ways to Give

Move Mountains: The Campaign for The 

University of Vermont is a comprehensive 

fundraising campaign. It seeks to secure 

support for UVM in many forms, and 

gifts of all kinds will count toward its 

working goal of $600 million. These gifts 

will include all of the following:

• Commitments to endowment for 

scholarships, fellowships, endowed 

chairs and professorships, and programs

• Commitments to capital projects, such 

as construction of new facilities as well 

as renovations 

• Current-use gifts that support all facets 

of the campus 

• Annual giving over the course of the 

campaign

• Estate and other planned gift 

commitments

Donors may designate their gift to 

any school, college, program or purpose 

within the university of Vermont or 

may make unrestricted gifts, a form 

of investment particularly useful and 

valuable to the University. Gifts of all 

purposes received between July 1, 2011, 

and June 30, 2019, will count toward 

the campaign total. The total already 

includes $___ million in lead gifts that 

were made before _________. 

The UVM Foundation has planned 

this effort as a comprehensive campaign 

because gifts of all kinds will be needed 

for the campaign to meet its full range 

of goals. These include not only securing 

funding for strategic initiatives but 

also building a culture of philanthropy 

across the university community that 

will sustain UVM in the future and, in 

particular, nurture a healthy tradition of 

annual giving. 

Gifts may be made to the UVM 

Foundation outright and paid in full, as 

pledges payable over one to five years 

or as planned gifts. They can also be 

paid in many forms: through securities, 

real estate, artwork and other personal 

property, or any other instrument or 

commodity of value. The Foundation 

staff is ready to offer any assistance 

donors might need in evaluating the tax 

implications of their gifts and identifying 

the optimal forms they might take. The 

staff is also pleased to discuss a broad 

range of naming opportunities and 

other forms of recognition. 

Campaign at a Glance

29% 12%17%17%25%

    Student Support          Faculty Support          Program Support        Facilities          UVM Medical Center

Athletics ........................................................................... $50 M

Campus Life.................................................................... $6.5 M

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences ......................... $12 M

College of Arts & Sciences ............................................. $68 M

College of Education & Social Services ..................... $7.25 M

College of Engineering & Mathematical Sciences ...... $15 M

College of Medicine ...................................................... $128 M

College of Nursing & Health Sciences ......................... $13 M

Diversity Affairs ............................................................. $4.3 M

Enrollment Management ........................................... $53.8 M

Extension ...................................................................... $4.15 M

Fleming Museum ......................................................... $5.15 M

Graduate College ....................................................... $13.22 M

Honors College ............................................................. $17.4 M

Libraries .......................................................................... $4.5 M

Office of the Vice President for Research ................... $3.8 M

Rubenstein School of Env. & Nat. Resources ........... $20.2 M

School of Business Administration ........................... $37.5 M

University-wide Initiatives ......................................... $71.7 M

UVM Medical Center ...................................................... $75 M

Fundraising Goals by College/Unit

ALL TOTALS NEED TO BE UPDATED
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