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A novel drug to fight cancer. A 

hedonometer that uses social 

media to measure emotion 

around the world in real time. 

Software to better predict 

weather patterns. Smarter 

infrastructure that’s more 

resilient and sustainable. 

Professional training that 

combines evidence-based 

practice with a focus on social 

justice. These are all ventures 

that advance knowledge and 

address society’s needs. And 

they all happen thanks to  

great minds  
  DISCOVER new  
KNOWLEDGE

the work of UVM Graduate 

College students.

The Graduate College 

includes programs and degrees 

in the natural, physical and 

biological sciences, the social 

sciences, the humanities, 

and professional training. 

Graduate students are creators 

of new knowledge as well as 

scholars, teachers, mentors and 

ambassadors. 

The Campaign for The 

University of Vermont presents 

the Graduate College with an 

opportunity to excel. Campaign 

support will help attract the 

very best graduate students to 

UVM who will make discoveries 

that improve lives here at home 

and around the globe. Join us.

The Graduate College offers more 
than 70 academic programs leading 
to graduate degrees.

70



2

Moving the Graduate College

Exceptional and well-supported 

graduate students are integral to the 

scholarly and research productivity 

of UVM faculty as well as to the 

teaching mission of the university. 

That’s why the Graduate College 

has a strategic goal that calls for 

30 percent growth in the number 

of graduate students, from 1,400 

to 1,820. Such growth aligns with 

the President’s Strategic Action Plan 

and will enhance UVM’s reputation 

in research and scholarship, boost 

faculty productivity, provide 

role models and mentors for 

undergraduates, and develop 

knowledge workers for the state of 

Vermont, the nation and the world. 

Graduate Training Fund: 

$12 million   

Graduate students and their 

contributions to our larger academic 

community are central to successful 

UVM research, innovation activities 

and our national reputation. Through 
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“THIS IS WHERE graduate students are the backbone of the university’s research 

enterprise. So much revolves around graduate students and the work they do: They 

are the ones in the lab, conducting experiments and mentoring undergraduates. We 

could not secure external funding and grants without them. To be a premier research 

university, UVM must invest in graduate education.”

— Sylvie Doublié, Ph.D., is a professor in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics.

the campaign, we will create seven 

highly competitive, named graduate 

student stipends. Competition for top 

graduate students is fierce; increasing 

the number of stipends we offer will 

allow us to grow our graduate student 

population while also maintaining our 

stringent academic quality.

Predoctoral Scholar Fellowship: 

$667,000

Doctoral students advance faculty 

members’ research; their stipends are 

most often funded through external 

grants. The campaign presents 

an opportunity to create a special 

scholarship to support the last academic 

year for exceptional doctoral students. 

In addition to providing recognition for 

up-and-coming scholars, this award will 

unleash doctoral students’ creativity, 

allowing them to develop their own lines 

of investigation and cross disciplinary 

boundaries without the constraints of 

their current grant funding. 

Master’s Thesis Fellowship: 

$556,000

This fellowship would make UVM 

more competitive in recruiting top 

master’s candidates. Applicants would 

outline their proposed research 

plan and indicate why pursuing 

graduate studies at UVM is important 

to their success. Ideally there would 

be two fellowships available: one 

for the humanities, and the other 

geared toward science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM).
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Finding solutions to society’s most 

complex problems will require input 

and perspectives from multiple 

disciplines. With its size and scale, UVM 

is an ideal environment to uncover 

these cross-disciplinary solutions. 

Groups of faculty and students 

from varying fields bring different 

perspectives to developing solutions 

in areas as diverse as complex systems, 

food systems, and neuroscience, 

behavior and health. In addition, 

productive intersections among 

programs related to the environment 

and biomedical and life sciences 

provide fertile ground for collaboration 

in both research and scholarship.  

Campaign investment will advance 

graduate study in the following 

interdisciplinary areas: 

Interdisciplinary Graduate Programs

Complex Systems

UVM has built an international 

reputation in the burgeoning field of 

complex systems, a study that brings 

together experts across campus in data 

science, climate, policy, health systems, 

organizations, economics and financial 

systems, robotics, evolution, and artificial 

intelligence — to name a few. UVM 

already offers a certificate of graduate 

study in complex systems along with a 

master’s in complex systems and data 

science; plans call for adding a Ph.D. in the 

near future. 

Currently, for example, a 

traineeship funded by the National 

Science Foundation in Smart Grids 

and Human Behavior provides a 

mechanism for students to explore the 

complex interactions between human 

behavior and resourcing the power 

grid. In addition, Complex Systems 

faculty published a paper in early 

2015 on the Pollyanna Hypothesis 

(Dodds, et al., PNAS 112:2389-94) 

that has exceeded 99 percent of 

its peers in garnering attention, 

ranking 24th of 35,288 articles in 

that journal. Collaborators included 

national and international colleagues 

and seven UVM graduate and 

undergraduate students. These rising 

stars will reflect UVM’s unique blend 

of interdisciplinary education and 

research throughout their careers. 
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fellowships help graduate 

students make their mark.

Fifth-year clinical and developmental 

psychology graduate student Justin 

Parent has been busy. Over the course 

of his program, he has authored or co-

authored 35 conference presentations 

and 29 peer-reviewed publications in top 

journals, such as Clinical Psychology Review, 

Development & Psychopathology and the 

Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology.

He’s done this while earning high 

marks as a teacher and helping establish 

the Tourette Syndrome and Tic Disorders 

Specialty Service at the Behavior 

Therapy and Psychotherapy Center. All 

of this led the American Psychological 

Association to recognize him with its 

Division 53 Student Achievement Award.

In addition to hard work, Parent 

credits fellowships for his success. 

“Thanks to two fellowships I have 

received, I’ve been able to go above and 

beyond,” he says. “The support has given 

me time to focus on multidisciplinary 

research, which I’m hopeful will make 

my resume stand out.”

5
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Food Systems: UVM is recognized as a national leader 

in food systems, a study encompassing everything from soil 

and water quality to human health and nutrition, and from 

packaging and transportation to overall food and energy 

security. In a time of climate change and environmental 

uncertainty, food systems is about creating a safe and stable 

regional food supply. For the past four years, UVM has 

convened a national Food Systems Summit, an event that 

brings together hundreds of scholars, farmers, scientists, 

business leaders and other food-system stakeholders to 

discuss these issues.

In addition to the summit, the university’s Food Systems 

Initiative supports more than 140 research/education projects 

that address these issues. As a small state in a geographically 

small region, Vermont is an ideal living laboratory for this type of 

research and outreach. Discoveries made at UVM will influence 

food systems across the country and around the world —

uncovering viable alternatives to the global food system that 

revitalize regional agriculture while improving public nutrition, 

protecting the environment and advancing the local economy 

at the community level. UVM was the first in the nation to offer 

a Ph.D. and master’s degree in food systems, making this one of 

our most innovative programs. 

UVM’s integration of the humanities and the natural and 

social sciences within food systems is equally distinctive. 

Students working with food systems faculty member 

Amy Trubek, for example, participate in the Taste of Place 

laboratory. Here they explore the sensory experience of 

tasting and evaluating artisan products from Vermont with 

the goal of helping producers, consumers and policymakers 

better understand the qualities of place-based food and drink. 

Her book, The Taste of Place: A Cultural Journey into Terroir, 

expands the concept from wine to a broader consideration of 

food, drink and culture. 
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Neuroscience, Behavior  

and Health

The Neuroscience, Behavior and Health 

Initiative seeks to improve human 

health through behavior change by 

promoting interdisciplinary research 

and education. This research effort, 

which spans the spectrum from genes 

and molecules to complex behaviors, 

advances knowledge from bench to 

bedside to community and back again. 

Graduate students associated with this 

initiative are affiliated with multiple 

programs, including the cross-college 

Neuroscience Graduate Program, the 

Psychology Program, and the Physical 

Therapy and Communication Sciences 

and Disorders programs.

Students working in the 

Neuroscience, Behavior and Health 

Initiative ask questions that translate 

science to human outcomes:  How can 

robotics define movement breakdown 

in neurodegenerative diseases? How 

can the science of behavior change 

be implemented to help pregnant 

women stop smoking? How is a 

peptide called PACAP involved in 

post-traumatic stress syndrome?  The 

answers to questions like these have 

broad societal impacts. 

Biomedical and Life Sciences

Cross-college interdisciplinary 

graduate programs in Bioengineering, 

Clinical and Translational Science, 

Cellular, Molecular and Biomedical 

Sciences (CMBS), Materials Science, 

and Neuroscience provide ways for 

students to bring multiple approaches 

to bear on a focused problem. 

Current projects of CMBS students, for 

example, include developing a therapy 

for malignant mesothelioma, the role 

of specific human epicardial cells in 

protection from vascular injury, and 

mechanisms of airway inflammation in 

asthma and other respiratory disease. 

Collaborative approaches of our 

interdisciplinary students extend 

internationally as well. A current 

graduate student is spending six months 

at the Pasteur Institute in Paris, France, 

where his work on arenaviruses benefits 

from the strong cell biology and virology 

expertise of his UVM lab and the strong 

physics and image analysis expertise 

of the lab in Paris. Opportunities for 

collaboration outside UVM expand 

student training, support novel 

approaches in attacking a question and 

showcase UVM’s strengths. 

Environment and 

Sustainability 

Concepts of environment and 

sustainability infuse research 

and scholarship at UVM across 

multiple programs. As students 

hone their disciplinary skills, they 

are encouraged to collaborate and 

use interdisciplinary approaches 

to address specific questions. This 

approach gives them the freedom 

to be creative in the ways they both 

ask and answer questions. Working 

with faculty interested in ecology, 

evolution and environmental biology, 

students explore areas ranging from 

developmental genetics to ecosystem 

processes, and from pure theory to 

applied conservation ecology. These 

areas are integrated by the common 

theme of the way organisms interact 

with their environment. 

A recent biology graduate student 

study, for example, provided a novel 

look at competitive co-evolution of ant 

strains. The study showed a competitive 

adaptation that involves the female ants 

of one strain co-opting the sperm from 

males of another species. An amazing 

part of this story is that the females use 

the sperm from the other species 
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“THIS IS WHERE community matters. UVM is a leader in incorporating social justice into 

professional programs. With the current economic climate leaving so many vulnerable —

children, families and elders — graduate programs in the College of Education and Social 

Services and the College of Nursing and Health Sciences equip students with strategies to 

address problems in the classroom, clinical practice or community.”

— Cynthia J. Forehand, Ph.D., is a professor of neurological sciences and dean of the Graduate College.

to produce sterile worker ants, while 

using the sperm from their own species 

to propagate the species. The story of 

this study garnered international press, 

highlighting the expertise of UVM’s 

graduate students and faculty. 

If UVM is to assert its wider 

relevance as an outstanding research 

university, it must have an outstanding 

Graduate College. Today, the college’s 

growing reputation holds promise 

to attract many more of the nation’s 

highest-achieving graduate students. 

As a result, UVM can become more 

selective in graduate admissions, 

provide an enhanced educational 

experience to all its students and 

garner increased national attention as 

an incubator for truly creative research.

Move Mountains: The Campaign 

for The University of Vermont presents 

the Graduate College with an 

extraordinary opportunity to realize 

this potential and invest in initiatives 

that will propel our programs into the 

future. Already, support from alumni, 

parents and friends is transforming 

tomorrow’s vision into today’s reality. 

Now, we need your help. Together, 

we can succeed in this campaign, 

which will strengthen our ability to 

support the creativity of the most 

talented graduate students to meet 

evolving needs of communities locally, 

nationally and globally. Together, we 

will move mountains.

For more details about any of these 

giving opportunities, contact:

The University of Vermont Foundation

411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401

802-656-2010 | foundation@uvm.edu



movemountains.uvm.edu IBC-C

Our Mission

The Graduate College provides an environment for high-quality graduate education by 

stimulating and supporting the intellectual and professional development of a diverse 

faculty and student body; by promoting interdisciplinary and innovative forms of 

scholarship, research and curricula; and by recognizing scholarly excellence.



movemountains.uvm.eduOBC-D The University of Vermont Foundation      411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401      802-656-2010      movemountains.uvm.edu

The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.


