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The humanities have never 

been more relevant. From the 

way religion transforms politics 

to questions of ethics in the 

boardroom, the concerns and 

perspectives of the humanities 

and the arts are not only 

pervasive but necessary.

As the state’s flagship 

land-grant public university, 

UVM practices “engaged 

humanities.” Our Humanities 

Center is a vital part of 

the fabric of UVM and 

the intellectual life of our 

community. Our mission 

involves three interconnected 

goals: to promote high-impact 

learning opportunities for 

students, support innovative 

and interdisciplinary faculty 

research, and create occasions 

for deliberate civic engagement 

and community partnerships.

Recently revitalized, the 

Humanities Center is at an 

exciting juncture in its history. 

With your support of this 

campaign, we will capitalize 

on this momentum and 

solidify the Humanities Center 

as a valuable and enduring 

resource to our campus, 

community and state. Join us.

conversations on

BIGISSUES 
BEGIN

PROVOCATIVE
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UVM has a long tradition of 

promoting links between liberal 

education and the common good. 

In 1862, UVM became one of the 

first land-grant institutions. Vermont 

Senator Justin Morrill, author of 

the land-grant law, understood the 

need for citizens of all stations to be 

versed in the humanities. For Morrill, 

the university’s purpose was to 

strengthen the nation by enriching 

the human experience.

Morrill’s banner was picked up a 

generation later by a member of the 

UVM class of 1879, the educational 

reformer and philosopher John 

Dewey. Dewey dedicated his life 

to the notion that education is 

vital to the nation’s well-being and 

democratic ideals. His grave rests on 

the UVM campus, and the words on 

his tombstone remind us that the 

study of the humanities is responsible 

for “the continuous human 

community of which we are a link.”

The UVM Humanities Center takes 

these words to heart. Our goal is to 

establish a coordinated approach 

to bringing fundamental issues in 

the humanities beyond campus to 

the people of Vermont and assume 

a leadership role in the ongoing 

discussions that impact Vermonters 

and our nation.

Investing in the Humanities
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This is an ambitious vision, 

one that will require substantial 

investment. This is why we have 

launched this campaign and now 

look to you — alumni, friends and 

supporters — to stand with us as we 

move mountains.

Endowed Directorship: 

$3.3 million

The study of the humanities has been 

central to The University of Vermont 

since its founding in 1791. For the 

past two decades, it has been the role 

of the Humanities Center to support 

teaching and learning in this area. In 

2014, under the leadership of new 

co-directors, Drs. David Jenemann 

and Luis Vivanco, the Humanities 

Center shifted from a mostly inward-

focused center to one that is outward 

facing, reuniting its own mission with 

the university’s historic land-grant 

mission. With renewed support 

from our university administrators, 

an imminent move to a restored 

and historic building on campus, 

and the goodwill and enthusiasm 

of colleagues who have expressed 

support for the center’s activities, 

the Humanities Center is poised 

for change.

To capitalize on this momentum, 

we seek campaign support to create 

an endowed Humanities Center 

director’s position. The director 

will serve as the public face of the 

humanities on campus, in Burlington 

and in the state of Vermont, 

encouraging and promoting 

programs that cultivate civic 

discourse about matters of public 

concern. Such a named position 

would communicate the prestige 

of the center and demonstrate the 

university’s ongoing commitment to 

the humanities.

Faculty Fellows: $1.3 million

UVM features top humanities and 

arts scholars on its faculty. These 

“THIS IS WHERE nature and culture come together. Try putting global warming or AIDS 

into just one of those categories. The problems we have in the world today require that 

we bring a lot of different approaches to the table, but the conventional divisions we see 

in disciplines and universities between the social and natural don’t make that easy.”

— Professor of Environmental Thought and Culture Adrian Ivakhiv holds a joint appointment in the 

Environmental Program and the Rubenstein School of Environment & Natural Resources.
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include Ray Vega, three-time Grammy 

winner, trumpeter and senior 

lecturer; Major Jackson, poet, Richard 

Dennis Green & Gold Professor of 

English and recipient of a 2013 

Guggenheim Fellowship; and James 

Marsh Professor-at-Large Alison 

Bechdel, author of the memoir Fun 

Home, whose Broadway adaptation 

won a 2015 Tony Award. Through the 

campaign, we want to create a fund 

that will allow us to appoint faculty 

fellows annually from among our 

ranks. These year-long appointments 

will give our talented faculty time 

to develop and delve into topics of 

interest. Fellows receive a stipend 

and teach one fewer course. In return, 

they will conduct collaborative 

research on the annual theme of the 

center, have office space on site and 

participate in the center’s activities. 

Our hope is to provide stipends that 

enable us to appoint five faculty 

fellows per year.

Distinguished Visiting 

Faculty Fellows: $1.3 million

The campaign also offers the 

opportunity to bring nationally 

and internationally renowned 

humanities scholars to UVM and 

Vermont by creating a distinguished 

visiting faculty fellows program. 

Visiting fellows are expected to be a 

regular presence at the Humanities 

Center and at events planned 

throughout the state, thus fostering 

collaborative research opportunities 

with UVM faculty members and 

students as well as engaging in 

projects with community members. 

Fellows will conduct colloquia 

and workshops, teach courses and 

offer reading groups on topics of 

their expertise, and visit Vermont 

communities. With this fund, we 

hope to provide stipends to attract 

three distinguished visiting fellows 

The historic and beautiful Billings Library will 
become the Humanities Center’s new home 
in 2016, a move that will provide visibility 
and demonstrate the humanities’ centrality 
to UVM. The meticulously renovated space 
will also be interdisciplinary, bringing 
Holocaust Studies, the Center for Research 
on Vermont, the Center for Digital Initiatives 
and University Special Collections all 
under one roof.
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I found my niche.

“In 20 years, I could see myself 

teaching college or pursing a career 

in print journalism,” says Devin 

Karambelas ’17, an English major, 

participant in UVM’s Integrated 

Humanities Program (IHP) and former 

managing editor of The Vermont Cynic, 

UVM’s student newspaper.

Karambelas moved up through the 

Cynic’s ranks from reporter to assistant 

news editor to managing editor. She’s 

also on a short list of students who’ve 

earned a national print byline in USA 

Today. Beyond campus, Karambelas 

has studied abroad in Scotland at 

the University of Edinburgh and 

completed internships with Vermont 

Public Radio and WGBH in Boston.

Karambelas credits her studies 

at UVM for her success. “The IHP 

is an amazing introduction to the 

humanities. It’s really what helped me 

find my niche.”
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annually, helping us expand the 

center’s influence and reach.

 

Student Fellowships: $250,000

The Humanities Center offers 

exceptional opportunities for 

undergraduate and graduate 

students to acquire, apply and 

extend their knowledge of the 

humanities and the arts. The center’s 

workshops, colloquia and outreach 

activities provide fertile ground for 

students to branch off into new 

avenues of discovery. Through the 

campaign, we want to support this 

scholarship by creating a permanent 

fund to seed student research and 

community engagement activities. 

This endowment will allow us to 

award up to eight students — a mix 

of undergraduates and graduates — 

with fellowships to undertake 

original projects. Student fellows 

would be expected to present their 

research at the center and the annual 

student research conference, thereby 

inspiring more students to pursue 

independent study and collaborative 

ventures that enrich the community.

Enhancing Programs: 

$1 million

The campaign provides an ideal 

opportunity to solidify and 

strengthen the Humanities Center’s 

recent turn toward engaged 

humanities. A program endowment, 

for example, could help us establish a 

public humanities lecture series that 

would bring a prominent national 

or international speaker to deliver a 

lecture on matters of the common 

good. We envision this lecture series 

as an annual event, kicking off on 

campus and then traveling to a 

different city or region of the state 

each year. This would expand UVM’s 

reach, exposing citizens throughout 

Vermont to thought-provoking 

programming, and provide a fruitful 

way for UVM to collaborate with 
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the Vermont Humanities Council 

and community organizations. 

Endowment funds could also support 

the establishment of a community 

research partnership program, which 

would encourage community leaders 

in the nonprofit and arts sectors 

throughout Vermont to collaborate 

with UVM faculty members in 

research projects of mutual interest. 

The funds generated by such an 

endowment would also allow us to 

sustain and expand the Mayor’s Book 

Group, one of our most successful 

and lively offerings.

Building Community

Perhaps the signature engaged 

humanities program sponsored by 

Humanities Center is the Mayor’s Book 

Group. Three times in the 2014–15 

academic year, the mayor of the city  

of Burlington, Fletcher Free Library  

and UVM Humanities Center hosted  

a city-wide discussion of a book  

dealing with some of the defining 

issues of our times.

In its first year, the group read 

three books: An Idea Whose Time Has 

Come: Two Parties, Two Presidents, and 

The Battle for the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 by Todd S. Purdum; Whatever It 

300
books given away to 
Burlington residents — 100 
each of three titles — in the 
inaugural year of the Mayor’s 
Book Group, co-sponsored by 
the Humanities Center

Takes by Paul Tough, which discussed 

school reform; and Moneyball: The Art 

of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael 

Lewis, appropriately held at UVM’s 

Centennial Field.

Each meeting drew more than 50 

community members from all parts 

of Burlington, demonstrating the 

power of the group to reach multiple 

constituencies. The book group fosters 

a shared city-wide experience and 

offers the community, students and 

members of the university a forum to 

discuss difficult issues in a congenial 

and respectful setting.
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Move Mountains: The Campaign for 

The University of Vermont is a chance 

to build on the center’s momentum 

and invest in initiatives that will 

propel our program into the future. 

Together, we can succeed in this 

campaign, which will create many 

more opportunities for provocative 

conversation and creative 

partnerships that will enhance the 

stature of the humanities on campus, 

statewide and in our nation. Together, 

we will move mountains.

“THIS IS WHERE an iPhone is a tool for learning. I teach Islam. I teach South Asia. I 

teach Hinduism. These are all really relevant topics, so an iPhone is an asset. If I 

can be in someone’s pocket on Twitter or Instagram, that’s kind of the goal.”

— Ilyse Morgenstein-Fuerst is a religion professor who uses social media to extend 

classroom conversations.

For more details about any of these 

giving opportunities, contact:

The University of Vermont Foundation

411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401

802-656-2010 | foundation@uvm.edu



The mission of the Humanities Center is:

• To be a leader in Vermont and the nation in advocating for and investing in the humanities and 

fine arts, promoting excellence and innovation in scholarship and pedagogy through research, 

creativity, interdisciplinary collaborations and civic engagement

• To strengthen the humanities and fine arts on campus and in the broader community by 

broadcasting the perspectives and practices of humanities and fine arts disciplines and 

sponsoring inclusive initiatives that generate discussion and critical reflection on important 

issues in public and intellectual life

• To provoke and facilitate opportunities for reciprocal and self-reflexive interventions that bring 

communities and university-based partners together for study and analysis

• To increase understanding of the relevance of the humanities and fine arts in the ongoing 

construction of a just and democratic society



The University of Vermont Foundation      411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401      802-656-2010      movemountains.uvm.edu

The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.


