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The University of Vermont 

values financial accessibility 

and excellence. We are 

determined to attract the best 

students from throughout 

our state, nation and world 

while making UVM more 

affordable for students 

from all backgrounds and 

socioeconomic groups. We 

will be stronger when we can 

bring in students with an even 

wider range of talents, life 

experiences, accomplishments 

and interests. More scholarships 

and fellowships are essential in 

meeting this goal, along with 

support for internships, study 

abroad, research and other 

learning experiences. With your 

help, we can move mountains for 

our students, enabling them to 

pursue their passions free from 

the stress of financing their 

UVM education. Join us. More than 1 out of every 3 
dollars within the campaign 
goal is for student support.

 we provide
 ACCESS to
EXCELLENCE
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Investing in Students

Move Mountains: The Campaign for 

The University of Vermont seeks to raise 

nearly $210 million in support of student 

scholarships and fellowships.

The campaign will help us make 

UVM more financially accessible to our 

first-choice students, even as more 

families come to us with demonstrated 

financial need. These are top students 

with track records of success in 

academics and extracurricular pursuits, 

such as community service, athletics and 

the arts — students who can advance 

the excellence of UVM. We also mean 

talented students of great potential 

whose families do not have the financial 

resources to send them to college. In our 

most recent entering class, 85 percent 

of students received some form of 

financial aid.

Under President Tom Sullivan, UVM’s 

rates of tuition increase have been their 

lowest in more than three decades. 

Average student debt at UVM is $8,000 

less than the national average for 

public universities. However, we must 

do more for our students, as average 

debt at graduation is still unacceptably 

high: $22,415 for in-state students and 

$29,151 for out-of-state.

By creating a new scholarship or 

fellowship or adding to an existing fund, 

you not only make a direct investment 

in the experience and life path of a 

UVM student but also help advance 

the university as a whole. The more 

support UVM can offer, the better we 

can compete for students — especially 

those from out of state — and our 

selectivity and reputation will grow. 

And funding more scholarships through 

private gifts instead of general operating 

funds gives UVM more flexibility to 

direct unrestricted resources to other 

strategic initiatives.

Undergraduate Scholarships 

and Student Support

The campaign will help UVM and its 

seven undergraduate colleges increase 

funding for three scholarship categories:

• Merit-based: Merit-based 

scholarships, such as the 

Presidential Scholarship and 

Green & Gold Scholars Award, 

draw in students who could have 

chosen other elite private or public 

schools. The campaign will create 

more such scholarships to attract 
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some of the most academically 

gifted students to UVM.

• Need-based: Need-based 

scholarships place a UVM 

education within reach for 

talented students who otherwise 

could not attend or would take 

on significant loans. State support 

helps make UVM affordable to 

many Vermont residents, but there 

are still cases where families need 

additional support — particularly 

among our out-of-state students.

• Diversity-based: Scholarships are 

a critical tool for drawing students 

from a wider range of cultural 

and ethnic backgrounds to UVM. 

These include more international 

students and children of 

immigrants, students from urban 

areas, returning veterans, and 

women and minorities in science 

and engineering, among other 

groups. One example is the UVM 

Urban Partnership Program, 

designed to attract talented 

students from schools in New York, 

Chicago and Philadelphia.

The campaign also seeks private 

support to help students access once-

in-a-lifetime learning opportunities 

that otherwise might be out of reach: 

study and work abroad, internships in 

Vermont and around the globe, summer 

research and other projects. Students 

must have experiences outside the 

classroom in order to develop the 

skills they need to navigate their 

21st-century world.

Undergraduate Support: 

Selected Areas of Focus 

• Athletic Scholarship Endowment

• Domestic Diversity Scholarship & 
Grant Program

• Honors College Fellows Scholarships

• New curricula and programs under 
the STEM initiative

• Student Travel Fund

• Vermont Student Access Financial 
Aid Program

• Vermont Without Borders
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Graduate College and  

College of Medicine

The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont marks our first large-

scale, university-wide effort to raise 

significant private support for graduate 

scholarships and fellowships. Students 

who enroll in the Graduate College’s 

master’s and Ph.D. programs come here 

knowing where their passions lie and 

what they want to do with their lives. 

These students are the next generation 

of leaders in business, education, the 

environment, government, arts and 

culture, health and medicine, and a 

range of other fields. They also are the 

fuel that powers high-level research in 

every college across this campus.

The campaign seeks two types 

of funding for graduate students: 

scholarships, which go directly toward 

tuition; and fellowships, which provide 

tuition support along with funding for 

research and special projects, books, 

travel, living expenses and other 

program-related costs. For students 

seeking academic or research careers in 

the sciences, humanities or engineering, 

fellowship support allows them to focus 

on their own research and teaching 

and speeds time to degree completion. 

We must ensure that UVM’s graduate 

programs are accessible to the most 

promising students, regardless of 

background or income.

The UVM College of Medicine also 

aims to increase scholarships and 

fellowships for aspiring physicians and 

scientists. We want our students to be 

able to choose careers in primary care, 

family medicine, pediatrics and lab 

research, and not feel forced to select 

more lucrative specialties because 

of student loan debt. We also wish 

to draw promising students from 

underserved communities and produce 

physicians who are driven to serve those 

communities. Student support can help 

with these goals.

Ways to Give

Endowed Scholarships and 

Fellowships: Gifts of endowment 

are invested over time to create a 

permanent stream of income that 

can be used year after year to support 

undergraduate or graduate students. 

Once the fund is established, the 

scholarship or fellowship will always 

be there for future generations of UVM 

students. The UVM Foundation can 

work with you to create a scholarship or 

fellowship that matches your interests 

and the kind of impact you wish to 

make on UVM.

Minimum commitments: $50,000 for 

a named undergraduate scholarship, 

$250,000 for a named graduate 

fellowship (both payable over five years).

Gifts for Current Use: You also 

can make a direct gift of scholarship 

support, with funds used to benefit a 

current student during some or all of 

his or her time at UVM. Another option 

is to designate a gift toward student 

scholarships in general, in which case 

the funds would also be used to benefit 

current students.

Minimum commitment: $10,000 (over 

five years) for a named scholarship.

For more details about supporting 

scholarships and fellowships at 

UVM, contact:

The University of Vermont Foundation

411 Main Street, Burlington, VT 05401

802-656-2010 | foundation@uvm.edu



I claimed my future.

The recession in 2009 hit Detroit 

especially hard, and the family of 

Chris Veal ’14 was no exception. As 

Chris applied to colleges, he thought 

a four-year university might be out 

of reach — until he applied to UVM 

and received a generous scholarship 

package. A biochemistry major and 

studio art minor, Chris presented 

research at medical conferences, 

co-founded the Minority Association 

of Premedical Students, worked in 

the Emergency Department and now 

assists with breast cancer research in 

the College of Medicine. He is applying 

to medical school and aims to build a 

career in Vermont. “UVM gave me the 

opportunity to come here and claim 

a life I can be proud of,” he says. “This 

was the best decision I ever made.”
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The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.


