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INVESTMENT 

we

movemountains.uvm.edu

MAXIMIZE
earmarked to support a number of 

initiatives at all levels: 

• New endowment funds 

(minimum gift of $50,000)

• Existing  endowments for 

scholarships and professorships in 

the Grossman School of Business

• The Grossman Endowment

• The School of Business 

Administration Endowment Fund

• Expansion project of the 

Grossman School of Business

• Janus Forum Debate Series

To be successful, we need your 

support today. Steven Grossman and 

the Grossman Family Foundation 

have already made a commitment to 

excellence at the Grossman School of 

Business. Alumni and friends have the 

chance to help us achieve our goals. 

We look forward to celebrating the 

success of the Grossman Challenge 

with you in June.

Sincerely,

An extraordinary opportunity with the 

potential to transform the Grossman 

School of Business into one of the 

finest business programs in the world 

is within our reach.

The Grossman Challenge, created 

by Steven Grossman ’61, brings to 

life the entrepreneurial spirit of the 

Grossman School of Business by 

enlisting the support of the entire 

UVM community. If alumni, faculty 

and friends can generate $10 million 

in commitments to new or existing 

endowments before June 30, 2017, 

Steven Grossman and the Grossman 

Family Foundation will contribute $5 

million.

Donations eligible for the 

Grossman Challenge can be 

Sanjay Sharma, Ph.D.

Dean and Professor 

Grossman School of Business

University of Vermont

O. Richard Bundy, III

President and Chief Executive Officer

The University of Vermont Foundation
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additional $5 million.

Your gift, with its impact multiplied 

by the Grossman Challenge, can be 

made to: any new or existing endowed 

fund (including scholarships and 

professorships), The School of Business 

Administration Endowment Fund, 

The Janus Forum Debate Series and a 

portion of the Kalkin Hall expansion 

project.

In October 2015, when the UVM 

Foundation publicly launched Move 

Mountains: The Campaign for The 

University of Vermont, Steven Grossman 

’61 – a long-time supporter of UVM’s 

business school and a member of the 

UVM Foundation board – contributed 

$20 million to the business school. It 

was the largest gift in UVM’s history at 

that time and the University renamed 

the Grossman School of Business to 

honor the donation.

       Half of this extraordinary gift 

established three endowed academic 

chairs in Entrepreneurship, Finance, 

and Sustainable Business. The other 

half was used to create the Grossman 

Family Fund, which supports 

innovative, internationally-recognized 

programs in business education at 

UVM. But Grossman’s support does 

not end there. He decided to enlist 

support from a wide base of UVM 

constituents—a challenge for alumni, 

faculty and friends.

The Grossman Challenge is a 

chance to help generate an extra 

$5 million for the Grossman School 

of Business. If together we raise $10 

million by June 30, 2017, Steven 

Grossman ’61 and the Grossman 

Family Foundation will donate an 

AN OVERVIEW

For more information about the Grossman Challenge, 
or to make a contribution, please contact: 
Becky Trotsky 
802-656-8386 | rebecca.trotsky@uvm.edu 
Bobbi Woldt (Burns) 
802-656-8598 | bobbilynn.woldt@uvm.edu 
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works as the senior managing director 

and co-head, financial institutions, for 

Griffin Financial Group. 

Soon after, Quad traveled back to 

Burlington to meet with Grossman 

School of Business faculty and staff. 

He returned again during the fall 

semester to participate in a Careers in 

Finance panel discussion and career 

networking event, and then was the 

keynote speaker for the annual Beta 

Gamma Sigma – the international 

honor society recognizing excellence 

among business students – induction 

ceremony this spring.

After returning to campus, 

advising and inspiring students, 

networking with fellow alums, and 

getting acquainted with current 

faculty, Quad decided to magnify the 

impact of his support through the 

Grossman Challenge by making a gift 

to the Grossman School of Business 

Endowment.  

“To successfully educate graduates 

to thrive in complex, international, 

multi-stakeholder and sustainable 

environments, the Grossman School of 

Business requires not only passionate 

faculty and students but a continued 

and aggressive reinvestment in 

the program,” notes Quad. “Steven 

Grossman’s understanding of the 

resources it takes for a business school 

to succeed on the global stage, his 

unwavering commitment to UVM and 

the Grossman School of Business, plus 

the match of my gift made possible 

by the Grossman Challenge, were the 

major reasons why I donated.”

 “The Grossman School of Business 

is truly inspiring, and Dean Sanjay 

Sharma has created tremendous 

momentum to stay ahead of the 

evolving business environment while 

preparing students for the complex 

world that awaits them,” says Rich 

Quad, UVM Class of 1990.

After graduating magna cum 

laude from UVM, Quad earned his 

MBA at Cornell and rose through 

the investment banking ranks with 

increasing levels of responsibility 

at RBC Capital Markets and other 

firms. While building his career, Quad 

thought he was too busy to devote 

time to his undergraduate alma mater 

until a meeting last summer at his 

office in Manhattan, where he now 

“To successfully educate graduates to thrive in complex, international, 
multi-stakeholder and sustainable environments, the Grossman School 
of Business requires not only passionate faculty and students, but a 
continued and aggressive reinvestment in the program,” notes Quad.

movemountains.uvm.edu

EMBRACING THE GROSSMAN CHALLENGE:
Rich Quad  ’90
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With graduation looming large, Rehana 

Pothiawala shares little of the angst 

that many seniors experience about the 

real-world job market — and for good 

reason. With a LinkedIn page that reads 

like that of a professional with years of 

experience under her belt, Rehana is well 

positioned for life beyond Kalkin Hall.

“The Grossman School of Business 

is special because the faculty and staff 

really care about their students and do 

everything they can to prepare us for 

the working world,” says Rehana. “With 

an increased focus on internships they 

encourage us to take advantage of 

our alumni network in order to get the 

experience we need to be successful in 

landing our dream jobs.” 

Rehana has certainly embraced 

performance and she researched 

property tax rates on personal vehicles to 

give the most accurate reimbursement 

rate for clients. It was in this real-world 

environment that Rehana’s classroom 

skills helped her to shine.

“My Database Management class 

helped immensely in my internship at 

Motus because we had learned SQL, 

worked on querying real-life examples 

and worked with actual databases,” she 

explains. “My boss was very impressed 

with how much I knew.” 

Gifts to the Grossman Challenge 

enable students like Rehana to flourish 

in a state-of-the-art teaching ecosystem 

that provides outstanding facilities and 

top-notch faculty who prepare them well 

for successful careers.

that advice with internships at a San 

Francisco Bay-area juice company, local 

CBS television network affiliate Channel 

3 News, Dealer.com, and others. She has 

also served as a resident advisor and 

founded her own henna company, Green 

Mountain Henna Designs, which has 

tripled its revenue in the four years since 

its establishment.

Most recently, she completed a 

summer internship secured after a 

presentation she gave during a case 

competition to the CEO of Boston-

based mobile technology firm Motus. 

Rehana worked with the CFO to research 

and analyze scenarios for a multi-

million-dollar office expansion, she 

used Salesforce and other platforms to 

create dashboard metrics to benchmark 

STUDENT IMPACT:
Rehana Pothiawala  ’17
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entrance for visitors and guests. It 

will include a multi-purpose room to 

be used for guest speakers, industry 

panels, career-networking events, 

receptions, and other UVM-related 

functions, as well as additional faculty 

offices, much-needed classrooms, 

breakout/study rooms, and a case 

room for graduate students.

       Donations to the expansion are the 

only non-endowment gfits that are 

included in the Grossman Challenge.

The mission of the Grossman School 

of Business is to cultivate the ability 

to create and manage sustainable 

businesses that address ethical, social, 

and environmental challenges and 

opportunities in the complex and 

dynamic global business environment.

To continue to develop graduates 

who are highly professional, 

technically outstanding, and 

always entrepreneurially-minded, 

the Grossman School of Business 

is expanding to accommodate 

its anticipated growth in student 

enrollment and programs, most 

notably in the international and 

graduate-level programming. 

The Grossman School of Business 

expansion, along with the existing 

Kalkin building, intersect with UVM’s 

new Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics (STEM) facilities 

to create opportunities for students 

and faculty to cultivate an ecosystem 

of innovation and entrepreneurship 

through interdisciplinary 

collaboration. 

The 21,750-square-foot expansion 

will address the long-standing need 

for a more inviting “public-oriented” 5

BUSINESS SCHOOL EXPANSION 
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The time has come for UVM to assert our position as one of the nation’s best 

public research universities. Move Mountains: The Campaign for The University 

of Vermont nurtures a culture of excellence and value and supports new 

opportunities for research, academic success and learning beyond the classroom. 

We will raise $500 million in private support to ensure that UVM is where we 

indeed move mountains — through the students we educate, the discoveries we 

make and the positive impact we have on Vermont and the world.
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