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GUIDANCE FOR MICRO-PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVES 

 

The University of Vermont Foundation (UVMF) provides a variety of services to schools, colleges, clubs, 
and groups across campus to support the cultivation, solicitation, and stewardship of philanthropic 
giving. Micro-philanthropy, also known as crowd fundraising, has quickly established itself as a new and 
popular approach in engaging alumni, raising awareness, and developing “modest” resources for student 
projects and needs. Through the use of social media and web-based technology -- alumni can choose to 
support and later monitor specific projects that they wish to impact. We have been testing this concept 
across campus.  Each of these unique experiences has provided valuable learning opportunities to inform 
and enhance future micro-philanthropy efforts at the University of Vermont (UVM).   

To reduce both real and administrative costs and maximize on return for specific projects, the 
UVMF has established the following guidelines for any future micro-philanthropy efforts: 

 
1. All projects need to be reviewed and approved by the Senior Director of Annual Giving.  

Beyond fundraising expertise, this individual will coordinate with Foundation 
Departments to: 

 
a. ensure charitable intent; 
b. establish appropriate gift fund; 
c. record and receipt gifts; 
d. develop accounting and fund availability; 
e. provide stewardship of donors; 
f. make available access to alumni, parent, and friend data, as appropriate; 
g. assist with appropriate online platforms; 
h. safeguard personal credit card and donor information; 
i. and review communications for consistency while coordinating solicitations 

among overlapping audiences. 
 

2. Colleges and Programs should not establish a micro-philanthropy platform, but rather 
should consult with the Executive Director on approved web-based giving platforms – 
untested platforms may not be supported or permitted. 
 

3. All projects require a minimum of 60 days’ notice and approval prior to execution. 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Kevin F. Morgenstein Fuerst, Senior Director of Annual Giving Programs 

Phone 802-656-3227 or E-mail at kmorgens@uvm.edu  
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