
Multiple New RecoRds foR   
fuNdRaisiNg at uVM 
The University of Vermont Foundation set 
new records in its fundraising activities on 
behalf of the university during the fiscal year 
that ended June 30, 2016, surpassing historic 
milestones reached a year ago for both 
commitments and receipts from donors.
 New fundraising commitments hit an all-
time record of $76,758,513, exceeding the prior 
record — $60,576,278 reached in fiscal year 
2015 — by some 26.7 percent. Commitments 
include new gifts, new pledges, and new 
bequests documented during the year.
 Total receipts for the same period also 
reached a new record — $65,819,200 
compared with the previous high of 
$40,457,925 set a year ago, a 62.7 percent 
increase. Receipts include new gifts, 
payments on current and prior years’ 
pledges, and realized bequests. A total of 
$3,051,193, or 4.6 percent of receipts, came  
in the form of realized bequests.
 “Fiscal 2016 was in every way imaginable 

an extraordinary year for the University of 
Vermont,” said UVM Foundation President 
and CEO Richard Bundy. “It was the fifth  
consecutive year of record-setting fundraising  
for UVM. That momentum comes at a perfect 
time, as we went public last fall with our $500 
million Move Mountains campaign, for which 
we have now surpassed the $300 million 
mark with three years to go.”
 Move Mountains: The Campaign for The 
University of Vermont was publicly launched 
in October 2015 to support four strategic 
areas of focus — student access and 
affordability, faculty endowments, new and 
renovated facilities, and academic programs.
 The year was highlighted by two 
extraordinary philanthropic contributions. 
The first, announced in conjunction with 
the campaign launch in October, was a 
$20 million, multi-year pledge by steven 
grossman ’61 and the Grossman Family 
Foundation, to endow three academic chairs 
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and to create a dean’s endowment to support 
teaching and academic priorities in the newly 
renamed Grossman School of Business. 
That commitment was followed in April by 
dr. Robert ’39, Md’42 and Helen larner’s 
$19.7 million gift to the College of Medicine, 
the largest one-time gift in UVM history, to 
advance medical education programs in the 
UVM College of Medicine.
 Of the total new commitments, more 
than two-thirds — $52.8 million — was given 

Continued on page 7
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Burlington’s Old North End, Robert Larner 
grew up the youngest of seven children of 
a local roofer. He was the only one in his 
family to go to college. “After all those years 
roofing, my father was making something 
like 32 dollars a week and bringing up seven 
of us on that,” he remembers. He was able to 
attend college thanks to scholarship support 
he earned in part from winning the state 
championship as a high school debater.
 Larner built a successful medical practice in 
Los Angeles, California, following World War II 
and decided he wanted to start giving back.  
“I wanted to help other medical students have 
the kind of stimulating, gratifying practice of 
medicine that I’d had,” he said.
 The Larners have a long history of 
transformational support for the College of 
Medicine. Since 1985, the Larners have assisted 
hundreds of UVM medical students through 
the Larner Loan Fund, now valued at more 
than $8 million, which has the dual intent 
of easing the financial burden of medical 
education for students while simultaneously 
fostering a “culture of philanthropy” among 
alumni by encouraging Larner Loan recipients 
to give back to the College of Medicine 
when they became successful in their own 
professional lives. In 2012, the Larners 
provided funding to purchase five Harvey® 
cardiopulmonary simulators for the Clinical 
Simulation Laboratory, a collaborative 
program between the College of Medicine, the 

Our mIssIOn
The mission of the UVM Foundation is to  
secure and manage private support for the  
benefit of the University of Vermont.

Our VIsIOn
The vision of the UVM Foundation is to foster 
relationships with alumni and donors that 
maximize their personal and philanthropic 
investment in the University of Vermont, 
toward the realization of the University’s 
aspiration to remain among the nation’s 
premier small research institutions.
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$19.7 MillioN gift Makes  
laRNeRs secoNd to NoNe at uVM

This issue of Impact is special — not just because it celebrates 
another record-breaking year of fundraising — the fifth 
in a row since the launch of the UVM Foundation — but 
also because it is a celebration of how donors are making a 
difference every day at The University of Vermont.  
 The media was quick to share the wonderful news of 
Bob and Helen Larner’s historic gift to ensure that medical 
education is “second to none” at the College of Medicine, and 
we were pleased by that positive coverage. But the Larners 
are just two of more than 23,000 donors whose philanthropic 

support is critical to advancing UVM to new levels.
 We celebrate donors like Bob and Holly Miller, whose gift to endow a chair in 
Palliative Care Medicine represented the 100th endowed faculty position at the 
University — forever ensuring that UVM will have the resources to recruit and retain 
internationally-recognized scholars to our highly competitive College of Medicine 
— and who followed that gift by making the largest commitment to the UVM Medical 
Center in its history to help build a top-of-the-line inpatient facility.
 We celebrate donors like Samantha Sawyer, UVM Class of 2015, who leveraged her 
first-ever gift to UVM as an alumna to secure a $100 matching gift for the Integrated 
Social Sciences Program in the College of Arts and Sciences.
 And we celebrate donors like Bill Meezan, whose estate commitment to support 
the LGBTQA Center on campus will help continue to bolster UVM’s impressive record 
of inclusion and commitment to social justice — themes that were fundamentally 
important to his life work.

The story of the Move Mountains campaign is replete with examples like these —  
individual donors whose combined support for The University of Vermont is moving 
the institution to a new threshold of excellence and achievement.  We are incredibly 
grateful for every donor whose gift, no matter the size or designation, represents an 
investment in our bright future.
 Thank you for your continued generosity.

Sincerely,

Richard Bundy, President and CEO

celebRatiNg  
eVeRy doNoR

(l-r) Dr. Bob Larner ‘39, MD’42, President Tom Sullivan, 

Dean Rick Morin and Helen Larner at the Larner’s home

UVM College of Nursing and Health Sciences, 
and The UVM Medical Center. In 2013, The 
Robert Larner, M.D. Medical Education Center 
was dedicated to acknowledge their decades 
of support.
 More recently, the couple contributed $1 
million to build an innovative Team-Based 
Learning Classroom in the Larner Medical 
Education Center on the university campus. In 
October 2015, a $1 million gift established the 
Robert Larner, M.D.’42 Endowed Professorship 
in Medical Education, held by Kathryn 
Huggett, Ph.D., and an accompanying $8.7 
million gift of property was announced during 
the public launch of UVM’s $500 million 
comprehensive campaign in October.
 The Larners’ generosity has substantially 
advanced UVM’s medical mission to benefit 
Vermont, the nation and the world — facts 
recognized with the awarding of the 2013 
UVM Lifetime Achievement in Philanthropy 
to Dr. Larner and an Honorary Doctor of 
Science degree that was awarded to him at 
the 2014 Commencement Ceremonies.
 “The support of Bob and Helen Larner 
has changed the face and the future of our 
College of Medicine,” said Dean Frederick 
Morin, M.D. “This latest gift will allow us to 
create the Larner Learning Commons, with 
the space and resources to develop the 
best teaching technologies and techniques, 
making us in fact and in reputation second to 
none in medical education.”

Medical students learn more about the Anatomage 

virtual dissection table. The table was donated by 

alum Robert Larner, ’39,MD’42.

dr. Robert larner, University of Vermont 
Class of 1939 and UVM College of Medicine 
Class of 1942, and his wife, Helen Larner, 
say their philanthropic support for UVM is 
intended to ensure that the medical education 
provided by the University of Vermont College 
of Medicine is recognized as “second to none.”
 The couple’s latest gift, $19.7 million in 
commercial property and cash, is the largest 
one-time gift in the University’s history —  
and establishes them as second to none in 
their philanthropic support for UVM. The 
Larner’s lifetime giving to UVM now tops $33 
million, a figure ranking them as the most 
generous donors in the 225-year history of the 
institution. The commercial property, valued 
at $18.7 million, will be held and managed 
by The UVM Foundation, with the income it 
generates directed to the College of Medicine 
to invest in its medical education programs.  
A $1 million cash gift was also included.
 The historic gift was announced at a 
meeting of The UVM Foundation’s National 
Campaign Council.
 “We are overwhelmed by the generosity of 
the Larners and their commitment to ensuring 
that medical education at UVM is truly second 
to none,” said UVM President Tom Sullivan in 
announcing the gift. “This is the quintessential 
story of a local boy who became successful 
and is sharing his good fortune with the 
University that gave him his start.”
 As a self-described “small town kid” from 

“ We are incredibly grateful for every donor  
 whose gift, no matter the size or designation,  
 represents an investment in our bright future.”
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iN MeMoRiaM
dr. bill Meezan ’67 passed away on May 30 due 
to complications from a long-standing medical 
condition. 
 A Fulbright Scholar, Bill was an accomplished 
leader in the social justice field and a well-
respected, national expert in child welfare. He 
earned his B.A. in psychology from UVM in 1967, 
his M.S.W. from Florida State University in 1969, 
and his Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1978. A 
resident of New York City, Bill’s last position prior to 
retirement was as the Mary Ann Quaranta Professor 
of Social Justice for Children and Distinguished 
Professor at Fordham University. 
 Bill was a committed philanthropist and volunteer 
for UVM who served on the UVM Foundation’s 
Leadership Council and was appointed in April to 
the UVM Foundation’s Board of Directors. He was 
presented with an honorary doctorate by UVM in 
2013 and is a past speaker at the LGBTQA Center’s 
Rainbow Awards and Graduation ceremony. 
 Bill was a close friend of the LGBTQA Center, 
its staff, and many of its students. He will be 
remembered for his loving kindness, infectious 
sense of humor, open and honest nature, his spirited 
dedication and volunteerism to the issues he cared 
about, and his deep affection for UVM and its queer 
community.  
 Bill is survived by his husband of many years, W. 
Michael Brittenback. 
 In lieu of flowers, consider making a contribution 
to the Bill Meezan Memorial Fund at the University of 
Vermont. Bill and Michael are committed to helping 
students in the LGBTQA community at UVM who are 
struggling financially and there is no better way of 
honoring Bill than by contributing to this new fund. 
 To make a gift in Bill’s memory, visit 
uvmfoundation.org/meezan
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bill Meezan ‘67 at the 2015 announcement of 
the Meezan-brittenback lgbtQa fund

(l-r) Holly Miller, professor Robert e. gramling and bob Miller at the investiture of the 
Miller chair in palliative Medicine, an endowed position made possible by a $3 million 
gift from the Millers in June.

At a groundbreaking ceremony on June 16, 
2016 to mark the official start of construction 
on the new inpatient bed building, John 
Brumsted, M.D., chief executive officer, 
University of Vermont Medical Center and  
president and chief executive officer, UVM 
Health Network, announced the new building  
would be named to honor Bob and Holly 
Miller, two well-known area philanthropists 
whose focus has been to make life better for 
members of the community.
 In making the announcement, Brumsted 
said, “We would not be here today without 
the incredible support of two people who 
inspired so many of our current donors 
to join them in supporting this project. In 
2013, Bob and Holly Miller gifted The UVM 
Medical Center a commercial building and 
land in South Burlington known as Holly 
Court, valued at $13 million. This was the 
single largest gift The UVM Medical Center 
has ever received. Holly Court provided 
the foundational funding for this project. 
Additionally, lease income and other savings 
that the medical center continues to derive 
from Holly Court directly support our 
palliative care program, a program that Holly 
has championed for more than 30 years. 
Because of this gift and the long history 
of support from the Millers to our medical 
center, I am honored today to share that this 
new inpatient building will be called The 
Robert E. and Holly D. Miller Building.”
 “A team of patients and family members, 
physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, 
nutritionists, and more — all the people 
who are at the bedside — came together for 
the past two years to design this building,” 
said Eileen Whalen, M.H.A., R.N., president 
and chief operating officer, UVM Medical 
Center. “Evidence shows that patient rooms 
designed with the needs of patients and 
families in mind result in better outcomes 
and a better experience overall. The Miller 
Building will reflect our focus on providing 
high-quality care in an environment that is 
soothing, quiet and private.”

 The Millers have been honored as 
Vermont Philanthropists of the Year and 
received honorary degrees from Champlain 
College in 2009 and from the University of 
Vermont in 2015.
 Holly Miller has consistently provided 
leadership around systems of care that 
improve the quality of life for Vermonters 
facing the end of life. She has been a champion 
of hospice through her volunteer work, her 
funded initiatives to improve the education 

and care nurses and physicians provide to 
patients at the end of their lives, her committee 
work with the Madison-Deane Initiative to 
advance public understanding of end-of-life 
care, and her role as a founding director of 
Vermont Respite House. Among other key 
roles, she served as a trustee and chair of the 

board on the VNA Board of Directors. She 
also was a founding member of the board of 
the UVM Medical Center Foundation (then 
the Fletcher Allen Health Care Foundation) 
and served as trustee and chairwoman of the 
board for Champlain College.
 As founder and owner of REM 
Development Co., the largest commercial 
real estate development firm in Vermont, Bob 
Miller has provided extraordinary leadership 
that contributed to the development 

and economic success of the Champlain 
Exposition, the City of Burlington, and many 
projects in the Northeast Kingdom. He 
served as director of the Lake Champlain 
Regional Chamber of Commerce and chair 
of the Airport Commission at Burlington 
International Airport.

facts about tHe RobeRt e. aNd  
Holly d. MilleR buildiNg 

LOCATION: 
Medical Center Campus, University of Vermont Medical Center, 
Burlington, VT

FUNCTION: 
The building will connect with existing facilities and house  
128 single-occupancy patient rooms on four floors, replacing 
outdated double-occupancy rooms in current inpatient areas.  
This will result in the medical center having 85-90% of the medical/
surgical beds located in up-to-date, single-occupancy rooms with 
private bath, facilitating the goal of providing patient and family-
centered care. Currently, only 40% of the medical/surgical beds  
are located in single-occupancy rooms.

ExTERIOR FINISH: 
Stone and glass to match adjoining structure

COST 
$187.7 million with $30 million coming from fund raising activities

SIZE:  
Seven levels, 180,000 square feet. Level 1: Modified Emergency 
Department Entrance; 
Level 2: Mechanical Space; 
Levels 3–6: Inpatient Rooms, 32 rooms on each level, designed with 
staff, patient and family input — while future flexibility is anticipated, 
initial services by floor are as follows:  
 Level 3: Cardiothoracic, Vascular and Bariatric Surgery patients 
 Level 4: Cardiology patients 
 Level 5: Oncology patients & related surgical services  
 Level 6: Orthopedic patients 
Level 7: Mechanical Space

CONSTRUCTION START: 
Spring 2016

BUILDING COMPLETED & OCCUPIED: 
Planned for summer 2019

iNpatieNt buildiNg NaMed foR  
bob aNd Holly MilleR

“Evidence shows that patient rooms designed with the needs of  
 patients and families in mind result in better outcomes and a  
 better experience overall. The Miller Building will reflect our  
 focus on providing high-quality care in an environment that is  
 soothing, quiet and private.” EILEEN WHALEN, M.H.A.,R.N.
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uVM aluMNi House:  
buRliNgtoN’s Newest (aNd oldest) eVeNt space
When Burlington businessman Edward Wells 
completed the stunning Queen Anne style, 
late Victorian era home at 61 Summit Street 
in the winter of 1892, he couldn’t have known 
what the future held in store for what the 
Burlington Free Press called a “beautiful home, 
one of the finest in the city.” After many years, 
61 Summit Street has been given a new life as 
the UVM Alumni House. 
 In addition to welcoming UVM alumni 
home, it is now Burlington’s newest — and 
oldest — venue for weddings, meetings and 
special celebrations. 
 UVM alumni have made this project their 
own, with over $7 million of the project 
construction costs coming from more than 
1,000 alumni donors. Among them are Jack 
’64 and shirley silver of New York City, 
who contributed $2 million to construct the 
Silver Pavilion as an addition to the original 
house. This addition gives the Alumni 
House a Vermont-inspired event space that 
complements the historic home.
 The Silver Pavilion can accommodate up 
to 150 people for weddings and banquets 
and up to 250 guests for receptions, 
meetings and conferences. The main house 
offers unique historic rooms for more 
intimate gatherings, including a pub area 
with an outdoor porch on the second floor. 
Combining both the house and the pavilion 
makes for a truly unforgettable experience 
for any event.

 The renovated house stands today as a 
superior example of the Queen Anne style of 
architecture, the craftsmanship evoking the 
élan of a bygone era. Designed by prominent 
Boston architect Edgar Allen Poe Newcomb, 
the building’s ornate detail includes interior 
woodcarvings by Albert H. Whittekind, the 
artisan who fashioned the interiors of UVM’s 
Billings Library.
 The house served as the home of the Delta 
Psi fraternity from 1924 until 2003. Founded 
in 1850 as UVM’s third Greek organization, 
Delta Psi’s early members included George 
Washington Henderson, Class of 1877, the first 
African American student elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa, and pioneering philosopher/educator 
John Dewey, Class of 1879. On October 3, 
1979, the house was entered into the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 The UVM Alumni Association, part of The 
UVM Foundation, has hired two seasoned 
managers to run Alumni House marketing 
and operations.
 Andrea Van Hoven has been hired as 
director of sales for 
UVM Alumni House. 
Andrea has more than 
20 years of customer 
service experience with  
a proven record in events  
management, having 
coordinated more  
than 100 weddings.  

or pledged to Academic Health Sciences 
designations: $40.6 million to the College of 
Medicine, $9.3 million to The UVM Medical 
Center, and $2.9 million to the College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences.
 Overall, $9.7 million was given for 
student scholarship support, $4.5 million 
for endowed chairs and professorships, $3.5 
million for facilities and $49.7 million for 
support of academic and other programs. 
Endowed funds accounted for $43.9 million 
of total commitments. The $9.7 million 
contributed to student scholarships supports 
UVM President Tom Sullivan’s top strategic 
priority of keeping a UVM education 
affordable for students.
 More than $1 million in online 
contributions were made to UVM in FY2016. 
Graduates of the class of 2015 had the 
highest class participation rate from any  
class in the last 20 years.
 “We extend our sincere thanks to the 
more than 23,000 donors whose growing 
support helps us to realize our strategic 
priorities,” said Tom Sullivan. “These include 
ensuring the academic excellence we need 
to compete as a leading public research 
university, keeping a UVM education 
accessible and affordable, attracting and 
retaining outstanding faculty and students 
and continually improving our facilities. The 
impact of philanthropy is felt in every aspect 
of what makes this university a world-class 
public teaching and research institution.”
 Sullivan has also stressed the importance 
of attracting and retaining outstanding 
faculty. A $3 million gift from Holly and Bob 
Miller of Burlington, Vt., established the Miller 
Chair in Palliative Medicine — the 100th 
endowed faculty position at the time of the 
gift. The University now has 101 endowed 
chairs and professorships, up from 52 when 
Sullivan started his tenure at UVM in 2012.
 Capital projects receiving support in 
fiscal 2016 included the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Complex, Billings Library Renovation, Kalkin 
Hall expansion, Alumni House, and the UVM 
Medical Center’s new inpatient facility, the 
Robert E. and Holly D. Miller Building (see 
pages 4-5 for more details.)

fundraising…continued from page 1

it’s Not Just luck: tHe s.d. iRelaNd  
caNceR ReseaRcH fuNd 
The S.D. Ireland Cancer Research Fund recently added to its long-term support of the 
University of Vermont Cancer Center with a gift of $405,000, increasing the total lifetime 
giving to cancer research at UVM from the fund and from the Ireland family to more  
than $5.8 million.
 The Ireland family has a saying that defines their indomitable spirit — “It’s not just 
luck” — a clear indicator of how the founders of the S.D. Ireland Cancer Research Fund 
feel about the importance of research in the fight against cancer.
 Scott Ireland, president of S.D. Ireland Companies, and his wife Kim’s interest in 
supporting locally-based and world-class cancer research began about 25 years ago, when 
Scott noticed a small mole on his arm that had begun to grow. The family credits Dr. David 
Krag, who is the S.D. Ireland Family Professor in Surgical Oncology at the University of 
Vermont College of Medicine and member of the UVM Cancer Center, with saving Scott’s life.
 “Many Vermonters work and play outside, which puts us at the top of the charts 
for healthy places to live but also increases our risk for skin cancer,” said Kim Ireland, 
president of the S.D. Ireland Cancer Research 
Fund, and member of the UVM Cancer 
Center’s Community Advisory Board. “We’re 
lucky to live here, but it’s not luck that keeps 
us strong and healthy. It takes hard work to 
beat cancer, and we hope our commitment 
inspires and motivates Vermonters to 
support cancer research.”
 “For the Irelands and for the S.D. Ireland Cancer Research Fund, winning the battle with  
cancer is not only a professional goal, it’s obviously very personal,” said Dr. John Brumsted,  
CEO of the UVM Medical Center and president and CEO of the UVM Health Network. “The 
Irelands’ fundraising successes — both their own, and in recruiting local businesses to 
support the cause — demonstrate how much can be accomplished when philanthropic 
and business resources are fused with a family’s desire to find a cure for cancer.”
 The S.D. Ireland Cancer Research Fund supports the ground-breaking research of 
Dr. Krag and his internationally-recognized oncology research team at the UVM Cancer 
Center. This steadfast philanthropic commitment has led to successful new therapies, 
including radio-guided sentinel node surgery, now considered 

(l-r) uVM Medical center ceo John brumsted, M.d., scott ireland and kim ireland.

She was special events manager at Shelburne 
Farms for eight years, overseeing all aspects 
of events for private, community and farm-
hosted events. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Boston University and a master’s 
from Columbia University Teachers College. 
 patrick Maguire 
’15 has been hired 
as Alumni House 
operations manager. 
Maguire served as 
building manager for 
UVM’s Dudley H. Davis 
Center while still a 
student, from 2012 to 
2015. Patrick oversaw events such as large 
conferences, speakers, and political functions, 
ensured building security and facilitated 
audio-visual support. Maguire earned several 
honors and awards while a UVM student, 
including the 2015 Keith M. Miser Leadership 
Award recognizing a senior student who has 
demonstrated outstanding leadership and 
service to the university. “Alumni House is an 
amazing addition to the UVM and Burlington 
community,” Maguire says. “This house has 
a beautiful interior, intricate woodwork, and 
deep historic character. Paired with state-of-
the art audio-visual capabilities in the Silver 
Pavilion, this is an ideal Burlington venue for 
meetings and celebrations.”
 Visit the Alumni House website at 
uvmalumnihouse.com

“It takes hard work to beat  
 cancer, and we hope our  
 commitment inspires and  
 motivates Vermonters to  
 support cancer research.” 
 KIM IRELAND
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debbie Mcaneny ’81
Chair of the University’s 
Board of Trustees, 
ex-officio member of 
Executive Committee; 
Debbie has been an 
active volunteer in 
the Boston area for a 
number of years and 

chaired various committees throughout her 
tenure on the Board of Trustees. Debbie has 
also been strongly engaged as a mentor and 
role model for UVM students.

kristina pisanelli ’97
President of the UVM 
Alumni Association, 
ex-officio member of 
Executive Committee; 
Kristina has represented 
the interests of our 
alumni and been a 
tireless and passionate 

advocate for the Association. Under her 
leadership, the membership program is 
growing, programs and events offered to 
alumni have been enhanced, and the long-
awaited Alumni House has been completed. 

pam Mcdermott ’72
Vice Chair of  
the Governance 
Committee; Pam 
was instrumental 
in developing the 
membership of 
our Foundation 
Leadership Council. 

Pam has worked with Rich Bundy and Eugene 
Kalkin as the Board Officer nominating 
committee and has helped to put in place 
many of our governance policies and 
operating practices. 

brooks buxton ’56
Development  
and Governance 
committees; Brooks  
also serves on the 
Fleming Museum  
Board of Advisors  
and is a wonderful 
liaison between the 

Foundation and the museum. As a Vermont 
resident, Brooks often attends ceremonies 
and events on campus as a representative of  
our Board. 

fouNdatioN fellows pRogRaM lauNcHes
The UVM Foundation Fellows Program was established to support the Foundation’s goals of engaging younger 
and more diverse alumni populations in the life of the Foundation, to provide emerging leaders with experience 
and insight into how a Board of Directors operates and ensures that the perspectives of younger alumni are 
considered as decisions are made. The program also cultivates future donors and leaders of the University and 
Foundation. A new cohort of six individuals will be selected each year beginning with those selected in the  
spring of 2016. A Fellowship term is two years and begins at the spring meeting. Candidates will be emerging 
leaders who are graduates of the last decade with special focus on alumni who represent the broad diversity  
of the UVM community.

2016 Fellows:

uVM fouNdatioN 

 boaRd  
RecogNitioN 

At its most recent meeting on April 15, 2016, The University of Vermont Foundation Board 
reflected on all that has been accomplished since the Foundation’s incorporation in 2011 and 
recognized the tremendous contributions of the first cohort of founding members who have 
completed their two terms and ex officio members who have also completed their service on 
the Foundation Board of Directors. Board Chair John Hilton thanked the members for “their 
creativity, commitment, wit and wisdom that have helped get us where we are today.”

Max ansbacher ’57
Chair of the Audit 
and Stewardship 
Committee, member of 
Executive Committee. 
Since the committee 
was established, Max 
has worked diligently 
to develop critical 

processes and procedures and the selection 
of our independent auditors. Over the years, 
Max has been actively involved as a reunion 
volunteer and continues his family’s legacy of 
commitment and support to the University.

bill shean ’79
Finance and 
Investment 
Committee; Bill 
currently chairs the 
Retirement Plan 
Committee for the 
Foundation. As if 
these commitments 

were not enough, Bill also serves as chair 
of the Athletics Board of Advisors and is 
an important liaison between the UVM 
Foundation and our Athletic program.

Upcoming  
EvEnts

scott c. bailey ‘09 
Managing Director 
MassChallenge, Inc., 
Boston, Mass.

dana s. gulley ‘10 
UVM SEMBA  
Graduate Student, 
Burlington, Vt.

Molly e. kelly-yahner ‘11 
Lead Policy Analyst, 
Heather Podesta + Partners, 
Washington, D.C.

germain Mopa ‘05 
Senior Professional 
Service Engineer, Mach7 
Technologies, Smyrna, Ga.

brian g. sozansky ’11, g’12 
Senior Associate, 
PwC Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers, Medford, Mass.

christopher t. Veal ‘14 
Research Scientist, 
UVM College of Medicine, 
Burlington, Vt.

September
califoRNia 
SFMOMA Tour and Reception ..............................................September 8

MaiNe 
Portland Museum of Art Tour ...............................................September 9

VeRMoNt 
Alumni House Dedication...................................................September 22 
Alumni Weekend ..............................................................September 23-25 
ALANA Networking Panel ...................................................September 23 
Delta Psi Celebration ............................................................ September 24

wasHiNgtoN dc 
Social at the University Club of Washington DC ........September 28

October
califoRNia 
Alumni Social at Oktoberfest San Francisco ........................ October 6

MassacHusetts 
Boston Business Networking Breakfast with  
Mark Lev ’85 and Jeff Schulman ’89 ......................................October 18

November
VeRMoNt 
George V. Kidder Lecture with Prof. Bob Taylor ..............November 10

wasHiNgtoN dc 
Holiday Party .............................................................................November 29

New yoRk city 
Holiday Party .............................................................................November 30 

December
califoRNia 
San Francisco Holiday Party ...................................................December 1

MassacHusetts 
Boston Holiday Party ................................................................December 1

VeRMoNt 
Holiday Party ...............................................................................December 8 

January
caReeR NetwoRkiNg NigHt 
wasHiNgtoN dc ......................................................................... January 5 
MassacHusetts .......................................................................January 10 
New yoRk ...................................................................................... January 12

VeRMoNt 
Jay Peak Ski and Ride ............................................................. January 13-16

adMitted studeNt ReceptioNs 
MassacHusetts .......................................................................January 26 
wasHiNgtoN dc .......................................................................January 30 
peNNsylVaNia ...........................................................................January 31

February
New yoRk 
Admitted Student Reception ........................................................February 1

VeRMoNt 
Stowe Ski and Ride ........................................................................February 3-5 
Cochran’s Ski and Ride ............................................................ February 10-11

For details and to register, visit alumni.uvm.edu
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MoVe MouNtaiNs cRosses tHe  
$300 MillioN tHResHold
eVeRy doNoR plays aN iMpoRtaNt Role
Employees of The University of Vermont 
Foundation got some good news from Vice 
President for Development Mark Dorgan on 
Friday, June 3, 2016.
 Dorgan announced that 24 hours earlier, 
the foundation had passed the $300 million 
milepost on the way to a $500 million goal 
for Move Mountains: The Campaign for The 
University of Vermont, which was publicly 
launched last fall. Citing “tremendous 
accomplishments” in the campaign thus far, 
he thanked the staff in an email “for your 
dedication and hard work to bring us to this 
level of success.”
 Dorgan said he especially wanted to 
thank the thousands of donors who have 
so generously supported the university’s 
priorities through their gifts to the largest 
fundraising effort in UVM history, which is 
scheduled to run through June 2019. The last  
campaign ended in 2007 with a total of $278 
million raised in support of UVM funding goals.
 Dorgan said it’s important to remember 
that though some donors can make multi-
million dollar gifts, the many other donors 
who give more modestly are also important 
to building momentum in the campaign.
 An example is Class of 2015 graduate 
samantha sawyer originally from St. Louis 
Park, Minn, and now residing in New York, 
NY. Samantha responded to the Class of 2015 
Challenge sponsored by UVM President Tom 
Sullivan’s office: contribute just $10 to the 
area of your choice at UVM, the challenge 
said, and the President’s Office will match 
your gift with $100 to that area.
 “I was enticed by the $100 match for my 
$10 donation,” Samantha says. She chose 
to support the Integrated Social Sciences 
Program (ISSP) in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, designed for highly motivated first-
year students with strong academic records. 
Her gift was made in memory of Professor 
Ross Thomson, former head of the ISSP, and 
mentor to Samantha. 

“It’s important to remember that though some donors  
 can make multi-million dollar gifts, the many other donors  
 who give more modestly are also important to building  
 momentum in the campaign.” 
 MARK DORGAN, VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEVELOPMENT

Move Mountains:  
The Campaign for  
The University of Vermont

 Samantha says she “fell in love” with 
UVM when she visited the campus. “I was 
immediately drawn to the global studies 
program and the ISSP program and knew this 
was the place for me.”
 The global studies major had an 
opportunity to study in Argentina for a 
semester; and is currently pursuing a master’s 
in public health at Columbia University. The 
future is “a little open-ended right now,” she 
says, “but generally, I’d like to do research 
and maybe go on and get my Ph.D.”
 Her gift to the Class of 2015 Challenge  
was her first to UVM, but probably not the 

last. “I was involved in Hillel and the Kosher 
Katz a cappella group,” she says. “Those  
were great memories. I really loved being 
part of the Honors College and ISSP, hanging 
out on campus and exploring all of the great 
Burlington restaurants. It’s a great place.”
 When Samantha clicked the online 
donation button, she had no idea that her 
$10 contribution would be the one to make 
the thermometer rise above the $300 million 
mark.  Nonetheless, she says she was happy 
to play a role in the success of the Move 
Mountains campaign and to be a part of the 
community of UVM alumni.

Passage through the  
Panama Canal and Costa Rica

Exclusively Chartered Five-Star All-Suite  
Small Ship M.V. Star Pride 
JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 4, 2017 
FROM $4795 PLUS AIR

A spectacular nine-day journey from the Costa  
Rican rainforest through the Panama Canal aboard 
 the exclusively chartered, Five-Star, all-Suite  
M.V. Star Pride. Daylight passage through the canal, 
remote island paradises, Costa Rica’s terrestrial 
wonders, and Panama City.

 

River Life® along the Dutch Waterways
Exclusively Chartered Deluxe Small River Ship 
M.S. Amadeus Silver IIII 
APRIL 26–MAY 4, 2017 
FROM $2995 PLUS AIR

Cruise for seven nights in Flanders aboard the 
exclusively chartered, deluxe, small river ship  
M.S. Amadeus Silver II when Holland’s breathtaking tulip 
fields are in bloom. Meet local residents, tour  
the Kröller-Müeller museum and visit Amsterdam, 
Bruges, Hoorn, Maastricht, and Antwerp.

For more information, please call Gohagan & Company  
at (800) 922-3088.

Campaign Goal  
$500m

Current Gifts  
$305m +
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FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 23
6-9 PM

Welcome 
Home 
Reception 
Silver Pavilion 
UVM Alumni House

Join the festivities as we open the doors  
of UVM Alumni House! Be among the first to 
experience the fully renovated house and 
the new Silver Pavilion in all their splendor. 
The evening will include entertainment, light 
appetizers, and a cash bar. $10 registration  
at alumni.uvm.edu/welcomehome.


