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Upcoming events,  page 9$4.5 Million Gift to Fund Green & Gold Professorships

A $4.5 million gift from the 
surgical faculty at the University  
of Vermont College of Medicine 
and Fletcher Allen Health Care 

will fund 13 Green & Gold Professorships in  
the Department of Surgery and add $1.25 
million to the recently established Frank P. 
Ittleman Professorship in Cardiothoracic 
Surgery that was initially funded by a 
grateful patient earlier this year.

The funding was made possible by monies 
set aside by surgical faculty members over 
the years and is intended to attract and retain 
outstanding faculty members to the College 
of Medicine. The surgery faculty also hope 
their commitment will contribute to a 
growing culture of philanthropy in the 
department by providing a special incentive 
for others to give. The faculty have not 
attached names to the Green & Gold 
professorships they are establishing but 
instead will leave the naming opportunity 
available to other donors who make 
contributions that elevate the Green and 
Gold professorship to a full professorship.

A full professorship at UVM, named 
after the donor, would usually require a  
$1 million donation. These Green & Gold 
Professorships, which require a minimum 
contribution of $250,000, make it possible 
for a donor to establish a named, endowed 
faculty position with a contribution of 
$750,000, closing the gap between the 
Green & Gold and a full professorship.

The goal for the Ittleman Professorship, 
established with a $1 million gift from an 
anonymous donor, is to bring it to the 
required $3 million endowment level 
needed to elevate it to the status of a full 
chair. The surgical faculty’s $1.25 million 
gift brings the Ittleman endowment within 
$250,000 of achieving its goal.

At an announcement ceremony held as 
part of the University of Vermont 
Foundation Board of Directors meeting on 
campus Oct. 3, Marion Couch M.D., Ph.D., 
M.B.A., professor and interim chair of the 
Department of Surgery, presented the gift to 
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UVM President Tom Sullivan, who accepted 
on behalf of the university and the UVM 
Foundation. UVM College of Medicine 
Dean Frederick Morin, M.D. and Fletcher 
Allen Health Care President and CEO John 
Brumsted, M.D. were also at the ceremony.

“The establishment of these professor-
ships represents our commitment to 
honoring the past, the present, and our 
future,” Couch said. “They will give our 
amazing faculty, who have been so shaped 
by those before them, more time to spend 
with students and residents—the future of 
medicine—and they will help us recruit 
even more amazing faculty and surgeons.”

Sullivan said, “This support shows the 
world not only that every aspect of surgical 
medicine at UVM and Fletcher Allen Health 
Care is important and supported, but also 
that its very own faculty have such a belief in 
their work and the mission of the institution 
that they are willing to fund it in a most 
meaningful, self less, and powerful way.

“Attracting the most talented faculty to 
campus is paramount in our pursuit of 

Dean Rick Morin, M.D., and Interim Chair of the Department of Surgery Marion Couch, M.D., are 
joined by UVM President Tom Sullivan, Fletcher Allen Health Care President and CEO John 
Brumsted, M.D., Dean of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences Patty Prelock, and members 
of the Department of Surgery faculty.

remaining among the nation’s premier small 
teaching and research institutions.… Gifts 
such as this from an entire faculty are rare, 
so today’s announcement is truly historic.”
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Warming Up In Vermont

No doubt about it – it’s winter in Vermont, and the 
weather forecasters tell us not to expect anything north 
of freezing for the foreseeable future.

But thanks to the really tremendous levels of support UVM 
alumni, parents, and friends have provided over the last several 
months, our campus is feeling the warmth and goodwill of the 
entire extended UVM community.

As I write this note, the UVM Foundation is celebrating the 
start of what promises to be one of the best fundraising years ever at UVM, with record-
setting new gift commitments and receipts over the last six months and a strong 
trajectory as the academic year comes to a close later this summer. The impact of the 
generosity we’ve seen already this year will be felt by students, faculty and staff alike for 
generations to come: our academy will be strengthened through the teaching, research 
and outreach of newly established endowed faculty positions; our students will enjoy 
enhanced scholarship and fellowship support that positions them for success in the 
classroom, laboratories, and playing fields; and the entire UVM community will learn, 
work, and live in an environment made even more beautiful than ever, all thanks to 
donor support like yours. UVM donors have responded as never before to President 
Tom Sullivan’s call for access to excellence – a new appeal for the private gift support 
that will pass the mantle of learning and discovery from one generation to the next, one 
to one another, and for that we extend our sincere thanks. 

We are a family at UVM. Each of us is a member of that family, and each of us has a 
deep-seated desire to give back according to our passions and our means. Once again, we 
are pleased to share stories of the impact that private gifts are having at UVM. We hope 
that these examples will inspire you and your extended UVM networks to join us in 
continuing to lift up our University through private support.

Wishing you all the best the new year has to offer,

Richard Bundy, President and CEO
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Our MissiOn
The mission of the UVM Foundation is to secure 
and manage private support for the benefit of  
the University of Vermont.

Our VisiOn
The vision of the UVM Foundation is to  
foster relationships with alumni and donors 
that maximize their personal and philanthropic 
investment in the University of Vermont, toward 
the realization of the University’s aspiration  
to remain among the nation’s premier small 
teaching and research institutions.
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president of a major life insurance company, who introduced him  
to Elmer Nicholson, a UVM board member and CEO of Fidelity 
Mutual. “With strong encouragement and support, I joined 
Connecticut General as a life insurance agent. Through continuing 
education and good mentors,” explains Kidder, “I became a non-
attorney specialist in estate and business planning.”  

That was the beginning of a long and successful career that led  
to Kidder’s foray into planned giving at UVM as both a volunteer 
(he and Doolin were instrumental in establishing UVM’s Wilbur 
Society) and a donor through establishment of a charitable gift 
annuity in 1988  and assignment to UVM of an insurance policy on 
his life. “Presently, I feel time and circumstances call me to make a 
substantial living gift. I’ve benefited greatly from my UVM 
experiences and the skills I developed as an undergraduate. Beyond 
that, I’ve experienced postgraduate friendship and counsel in 
helping me in choosing my career path, which has led me to a very 
fulfilling life.” To honor those experiences, Kidder has generously 
committed $500,000 to name the Donald and Barbara Kidder  
Entry and Foyer of the Alumni House Pavilion.

The newly designed Alumni House Pavilion will be a 4,000-
square-foot facility housing the Davis Ballroom, which can be 
divided into three smaller spaces to accommodate groups large and 
small. The Donald and Barbara Kidder Entry and Foyer will 
overlook the outdoor terrace and feature a double-sided fireplace 
and adjacent sitting area. The pavilion will be a fully equipped 
meeting venue for gatherings and conferences as well as weddings 
and banquets—the perfect special events venue for alumni.

For Kidder, whose ties to UVM have not only spanned a lifetime 
but also helped to shape a life, choosing to support the Alumni 
House project made sense. “Helping preserve and enhance a historic 
property to provide space needed for those who further the mission 
and assure the future of UVM seems right.”  

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  v e r m o n t  f o u n d A t i o n P A G e  �

Commitment of a Lifetime

A s the grandson of Joseph Benjamin 
Kidder, a UVM graduate of the early 
1890s, son of Allan Kidder ’22, and 

nephew of George Kidder ’22, beloved dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, Donald 
Kidder ’57 grew up with Green and Gold 
blood in his veins and a connection to UVM 
that would come to span an entire lifetime. 

From the moment he first set foot on 
campus, Kidder immersed himself in all that 
UVM had to offer. In addition to academic 
pursuits, he was involved with the Vermont 
Cynic, Sigma Phi, the 1956 presidential campaign, and student 
government. He was also a member of the academic honor societies 
Gold Key and Boulder Society. Among his fondest memories is that 
of being “tapped” for Boulder, an organization with which he 
remains involved some 57 years later. “I always come away 
impressed with the caliber of the undergraduate men, their 
scholarship accomplishments and mission of outreach in the wider 
community,” Kidder says.  

During junior and senior years, Kidder was director of UVM’s 
regionally known Winter Carnival, which he describes as the premier 
winter celebration in New England. It is to this festival and to UVM 
that Kidder feels he owes a personal debt of gratitude, for it was at 
Winter Carnival in 1956 that he met his wife, Barbara, who was visiting  
from Mount Holyoke College. They were married in 1960, had three 
daughters, and remained together until her passing in 2008.

With graduation approaching, Kidder was fortunate to be 
recruited on-campus by the Bell Telephone Co., where he worked 
for nine years until he began to feel restless. Again, UVM played a 
pivotal role in steering his life’s course. Through the Philadelphia 
UVM Alumni Club, Kidder met Larry Doolin ’27, retiring vice 

Donald Kidder ’57

Architectural rendering of the proposed Alumni House Pavilion, site of 
the Donald and Barbara Kidder Entry and Foyer.
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An Evening of Excellence
Society, whose private philanthropy affects the University in 
countless ways. Bundy announced that in the past year, more than 
1,300 donors whose lifetime commitments totaled more than $34 
million joined the prestigious ranks of the society. President Tom 
Sullivan also addressed the audience, many of them Ira Allen 
members, with a message of gratitude for “the great, rich history you 
have given this wonderful University.” Before inviting the recipients 
to the stage to accept their awards, Sullivan noted, “We’ve had a lot  
of giants with broad shoulders, current and past award recipients 
among them, who have made UVM as strong and distinguished and 
prestigious as it is today.” 

Winners included Diane Greene ’76, founder of VMWare Inc. and 
member of the Google Inc. board of directors; Stirling Winder ’08, 
former student trustee and Boston Regional Board member, who lost 
her battle with cancer in 2012; Meg Guzewicz ’73, former president  
of the UVM Alumni Association; Carroll “Bud” Ockert ’57, self less 
UVM volunteer for the past 50 years; and Robert and Helen Larner, 
passionate benefactors of the UVM College of Medicine. The 
festivities concluded with Bundy’s acknowledgment that another 
outstanding year of awardees would be written into the UVM history 
books—a living history that continues to march to a steady drumbeat.

Rich Bundy, President and CEO of the UVM Foundation, makes opening remarks at 
Celebrating Excellence 2013.

W hen the Grand Maple Ballroom doors opened, the 
unmistakable sound of African drumming could be 
heard. As the 300 guests were ushered to their seats for 

Celebrating Excellence, they were treated to a lively Ghanaian drum 
performance by Thomas Toner, UVM professor of music, and a 
student drumming ensemble. When the rousing beat subsided, a photo 
of Main Street circa 1900 appeared on a large overhead screen. It was 
immediately juxtaposed with an image of Main Street today depicting 
the Davis Center and the modern-day hustle and bustle of campus. 

The footage was part of a video exhibiting the living history that  
is the University of Vermont and thanking the many donors and 
volunteers who have contributed to that ever-evolving narrative.  
“We should all be very proud of the long and remarkable journey  
that has brought us here tonight,” remarked Rich Bundy, UVM 
Foundation president and CEO, and the evening’s emcee. Pride in 
UVM’s 222-year history remained as a theme for this year’s 
Celebrating Excellence event, which treated guests to dinner and  
the opportunity to honor UVM Alumni Association award winners 
as well as recipients of the Lifetime Achievement in Philanthropy 
Award conferred by the UVM Foundation. 

The evening also recognized the contributions of the Ira Allen 

celebrating  excellence
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A $1 million gift commitment from 
alumnus David Blittersdorf will 
establish a professorship in the 

Rubenstein School of Environment and 
Natural Resources at the University of 
Vermont.

The David Blittersdorf Professorship in 
Sustainability Science and Policy will be an 
endowed professorship that will advance 
the essential elements of a sustainability 
curriculum at UVM to address the critical 
issues of fossil fuel depletion, climate 
change and the development of renewable 
energy alternatives.

Blittersdorf, president and chief executive 
officer of AllEarth Renewables, Inc. of 
Williston, Vt., is a 1981 graduate of UVM’s 
College of Engineering and Mathematical 
Sciences. His accomplishments in the wind 
and solar energy industry define him as a 
leader in the field both nationally and 
internationally.

While the professorship will reside with 
the Rubenstein School, Blittersdorf has stated 
his intent that the incumbent professor seek 
collaboration with the College of Engineering 
and Mathematical Sciences.

“There is no greater challenge we face 
than addressing carbon emission, fossil fuel 
depletion, and our energy future. It’s going 
to take education, technology, and policy 
advances for us to be successful,” says 
Blittersdorf. “I have such high hopes for 

$1 Million Gift from Alumnus to Establish Professorship in the  
Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources

The LEED Platinum-certified George D. 
Aiken Center, home base to the School’s 
diverse programs, has been recognized in 
the Chronicle of Higher Education as a 
leading example of linking sustainability 
education to practice, including solar 
trackers that produce nearly half of the 
building’s electricity needs.

“We work to extend the knowledge and 
practice of sustainability from ideas to 
application,” said Professor Jon Erickson, 
interim dean of the Rubenstein School. 
“The Blittersdorf Professorship will 
support generations of UVM students 
working on the transition to renewable 
energy and continue to move our state 
forward as a leader in the green tech 
revolution.”

how UVM and the Rubenstein School will 
be educating practitioners to tackle the 
tough energy challenges we face as a state 
and as a nation.”

“I offer our most sincere thanks to  
David Blittersdorf for this wonderful new 
professorship that fits so perfectly with 
UVM’s established expertise in 
environment and sustainability,” says 
University of Vermont President Tom 
Sullivan. “The Blitterdorf Professorship is 
also noteworthy for its interdisciplinary 
aspect, which complements UVM’s 
transdisciplinary research foci.”

The Rubenstein School is a recognized 
national leader in advancing experiential 
learning and interdisciplinary research on 
the environment and natural resources. 

“We work to extend the knowledge and practice of  
  sustainability from ideas to application.”

Professor Jon erickson, interim dean of the rubenstein school

David Blittersdorf ’81

The Aiken Center’s scaled-down AllSun Tracker, custom built by AllEarth Renewables of Williston, 
Vt., is designed to raise awareness about renewable energy.
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Twenty-five Years and Counting

Terrorism knows no boundaries. It’s now twenty-five years 
and counting since Pan Am Flight 103, bound from 
London to New York, was blown out of the skies on Dec. 

21, 1988, by a terrorist bomb over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing all 
243 passengers, 16 crew members and 11 people on the ground. As 
President Bill Clinton later declared, it was an attack against the 
United States. Though it was one of the earlier terrorist attacks 
against the USA, many more would follow.

Among the passengers was Mark Zwynenburg, UVM Class of 
1981, the 29-year-old executive director at the London office of 
Goldman Sachs and a West Nyack, N.Y., native who was returning 
home to spend the holidays with his parents, John and Barbara,  
and his brother, Paul.

Zwynenburg was a double 
major at UVM in economics and 
political science/history, an 
outstanding student who was 
particularly drawn to the field of 
financial history during his time 
at UVM. Not long after his death, 
his parents endowed a memorial 
scholarship in his name to be 
awarded to an outstanding junior 
economics major, with a second 
major in political science or 
history, “whose qualities and 
interests exemplify the thoughtful, inquisitive and industrious 
spirit of Mark Zwynenburg.” The scholarship has been awarded 
each year since 1989.

During his time at UVM, Zwynenburg became close to Professor 

Timothy Bates, a financial history professor in the Economics 
Department who was impressed by his drive and ability. Now 
retired, Professor Bates has joined with the Zwynenburg family  
to launch a fundraising effort to create a substantive legacy for 
Mark Zwynenburg in the form of an endowed Green & Gold 
Professorship honoring his life and work. 

“A Green & Gold Professorship requires an endowment fund of 
$250,000, and contributions to date are fast approaching that 
threshold,” Bates wrote in an email.

Bates recalls Zwynenburg as a standout student whom he wants 
to honor as much for his scholarship as for his understanding of the 
economic conditions that led to the most severe financial collapse 
since the Great Depression.

“In 2009, I heard from over a dozen former UVM money and 
banking students, all recalling my lectures about Al Wiggin, 
Charley Mitchell and their ilk destroying investor confidence in 
1929 and causing financial panic. The parallels to 2009 were 

striking, particularly in cases like subprime lending, where 
supposedly safe assets were hugely risky, rather like 
Mitchell’s Argentina bonds in the late 1920s.”

Why lead the effort to raise funds for the Zwynenburg 
Professorship on the 25th anniversary of the Lockerbie 
bombing? “It was really a combination of factors,” says Bates. 
“My desire to create a legacy for Mark, my desire for seeing 
UVM be the type of institution that really taught students 
about why financial panics occur, that gave them the 
intellectual tools, hopefully to go out and in their future 
careers through their own actions lessen the chance that this 
kind of economic disaster would happen again.”

Zwynenburg’s parents and brother, together with Bates, are 
the founding donors of the Zwynenburg Professorship fund. 
Their long-term goal is to grow the fund to the $1 million level 
needed to establish the Zwynenburg Fund to a full 
professorship and ultimately a $3 million endowment to 
establish the Zwynenburg Chair in the Department of 
Economics.

Mark Zwynenburg ‘81 was a victim of the terrorist bombing of  
Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, 25 years ago.

“ It was really a combination of factors. My desire to create a  
 legacy for Mark, my desire for seeing UVM be the type of  
 institution that really taught students about why financial panics  
 occur, that gave them the intellectual tools, hopefully to go out and  
 in their future careers through their own actions lessen the chance  
 that this kind of economic disaster would happen again.”

Professor TimoThy baTes
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225 Acres in Hinesburg Conserved and Donated to UVM

The late Henry H. Carse spent much of his life in service to 
Vermonters. For decades, he served in the Vermont 
legislature, as the town moderator and the town school 

director. Now, through his family, his legacy of service will continue 
in the form of a new 225-acre natural area that was conserved with 
the Vermont Land Trust and 
donated to the University of 
Vermont by way of the 
UVM Foundation.

Carse purchased the land 
in the 1970s. It includes the 
majority of Hinesburg’s 
largest wetland complex and 
contains significant natural 
diversity. The property 
abuts his family’s farm, on 
which they raised Scottish 
Highland beef cattle. He is 
remembered as speaking of 
conservation on many 
occasions. 

Carse passed away in 
2008. In 2012, his family 
approached UVM, the 
Vermont Land Trust and the 
Hinesburg Land Trust about 
protecting the land. 

“Our basic interests  
were clear: to preserve the 
natural treasures of the  
land while providing public 
access and educational 
programs,” said his son, Henry Ralph Carse.

By donating conservation and public access easements to the 
Vermont Land Trust and donating the land itself to UVM, the 
family has ensured that the property will remain undeveloped and 
open to the public, and its natural features will be protected.

The university will use the land for educational and research 
purposes. 

The property is located east of Baldwin Road in Hinesburg, with 
views of the beaver pond, nearby hills and Camel’s Hump in the 
distance. The large pond and surrounding hills provide a haven for 
plant diversity and wildlife. 

“The property’s wetland, calcium-rich ledges, and uplands have 
an impressive mix of uncommon species and forest types, including 
a red maple-northern white cedar swamp,” said Bob Heiser of the 
Vermont Land Trust.

“Acquiring the Carse conservation land will allow our students and 
faculty access to a wonderfully diverse landscape for educational and 
research pursuits,” said Rick Paradis, director of UVM’s Natural 
Areas Center. “The area contains natural communities and 
biodiversity elements not found on other UVM-owned lands.”

about the Vermont Land trust
The Vermont Land Trust is a statewide, member-supported, 
nonprofit land conservation organization. Since 1977, the 
Vermont Land Trust has permanently conserved more than 
1,750 parcels of land covering 530,000 acres, or nearly 9 percent 
of the private, undeveloped land in the state. The conserved 
land includes more than 750 working farms, hundreds of 
thousands of acres of productive forestland, and numerous 
parcels of community lands. This conservation work changes 
the lives of families, invigorates farms, launches new businesses, 
maintains scenic vistas, encourages recreational opportunity, 
and fosters a renewed sense of community.

about the Hinesburg Land trust
The Hinesburg Land Trust is a nonprofit, all-volunteer community 
organization founded by local citizens interested in land planning 
and conservation issues. HLT has helped conserve more than 2,000 
acres of agricultural, natural and heritage land in Hinesburg.

The Hinesburg Land Trust raised funds to help cover the costs of 
the conservation of the Carse property.

“The Carse family’s generosity will be felt for many years as visitors 
to the property take advantage of the opportunity to enjoy and learn 
from nature,” said Lenore Budd of the Hinesburg Land Trust.
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Q & a wiTh alumni associaTion PresidenT 

Kristina Pisanelli ’97
A tireless UVM supporter since her graduation, Kristina 
Pisanelli ’97 has served in a variety of roles on behalf of the 
University including reunion volunteer, Young Alumni 
Committee member, Ira Allen Society member, and vice 
president of her class. She has also held positions on UVM’s 
Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources 
Advisory Board and the Alumni Association’s Washington,  
D.C., Regional Board before being elected to the Alumni 
Association Board. Currently, Pisanelli is vice president of 
federal and state government affairs at Chrysler Group LLC.  
We caught up with her to ask about her road to the presidency 
and plans for the Alumni Association.

What undergraduate 
experience do you draw  
upon most in your life as  
an alumna?
Where to start! My experience as one of 
the co-directors of Volunteers in Action 
helped me learn management skills and 
increase my appreciation for the 
importance of community service and 
connecting institutions with their 
communities. My substantive background 
as a history and political science major 
prepared me for the policy and government 
relations work I have done throughout my 
career, as did the experience I gained 
during an internship in Vermont state 
government as a student.

What compelled you to stay 
involved with uVM after 
graduation?
I come from a long line of proud UVM 
alumni, both undergraduate and graduate, 
including many from the College of 
Medicine. There was always a great 
appreciation in my family for how the 
education and training at UVM set people 
on their career paths and a desire to give 
back through financial support and 
volunteering. With that as a foundation, 
 I don’t think I knew any other way but  
to stay involved with the University after  
I graduated! Also, having grown up in 
Vermont, I have a great appreciation for  
the important role UVM plays as an 
economic driver for the state of Vermont 
generally, and the Burlington area more 
specifically. 

What does being a uVM alum 
mean to you?
First and foremost, it means being connected 
to the natural resources, communities, and 
people of Vermont. It also means having a 
connection to a network that is more than 
100,000 strong.

And, perhaps most importantly, it means 
being part of a University community that 
is supporting the creation of leaders who 
will help shape our local, national and 
international communities for generations 
to come.

What are your hopes for the 
alumni association’s future?
The Alumni Association has become 
stronger each year thanks to the strong 
leadership and hard work of many alumni 
volunteer leaders, and, while much 
progress has been made, there continue to 
be opportunities to do more.
• I would like to see the Alumni Association 

continue to become more diverse in its 
programming and representation in order 
to offer meaningful opportunities for all 
alumni to connect back to the University. 

• Our Alumni Association will only be as 
strong as the UVM community wants it 
to be. I urge alumni to attend events in 
your area and to seek and support ways 
to engage with the UVM community in 
a way that is most fulfilling for you—
there are countless opportunities! 

• I am also hopeful that more alumni will 
become sustaining members of the 
Alumni Association and enjoy the many 
benefits this program has to offer. 

Kristina Pisanelli ’97

• Finally, I am eager to see the doors swing 
open to Alumni House, which means doing 
all that we can to help raise the remaining 
funds to complete the renovation and 
restoration of the Summit Street property.

What will alumni House mean 
for uVM alumni?
Alumni House will be transformational in 
the way alumni connect back to the 
University. It will provide a physical space for 
alumni to gather on campus, whether for an 
informal check-in when they return to 
campus or for more formal meetings or 
gatherings. It will also create space for current 
students to plan class activities and meetings, 
establishing the connections today for their 
future as UVM alumni and enabling them to 
interface with alumni who are returning to 
campus. Additionally, Alumni House will 
bring the Alumni Relations staff together 
under one roof where they can interact with 
and support students and alumni. It will truly 
be a home on campus for everyone.
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The UVM Alumni Association invites all  
alumni to strengthen their ties to UVM  
and one another by becoming a  
sustaining member of the UVM Alumni Association.  

Lifetime and annual member benefits include:
• Discounts on Alumni Association events, including Reunion & Homecoming  

Weekend, along with rental discounts on the fabulous new Alumni House  
(opening fall 2015) 

• Discounts for area restaurants, the Lane Series, the Fleming Museum, and the  
UVM Bookstore 

• Discounts on hotels and travel through the Go Vermont Vacation Card 
• Complimentary general admission to selected men’s and women’s soccer and 

lacrosse home games and access to post-season events 
• 20 percent off the UVM Osher Lifelong Learning Insti-

tute (OLLI) membership fee 

When you become a lifetime member, you’ll receive a  
complimentary copy of The University of Vermont: Tradition  
Looks Forward, a coffee-table book that illuminates UVM  
present and past in text and beautiful color photography. 

SuStaining MeMberShip CoStS
annual: $40 annual member / $60 joint annual member
lifetiMe: $750 lifetime member / $1,000 joint lifetime member 
50th reunion + lifetiMe: $400 lifetime member / $600 joint lifetime member

For more information, visit alumni.uvm.edu/membership

Join us.
UVM AlUMni AssociAtion

Lifetime Member March 12  
Ira Allen Lecture 
Professor Wolfgang Mieder  
Washington, D.C.

March 18  
Ira Allen Lecture 
Professor Robert Manning  
New York City

March 20  
Ira Allen Lecture 
Professor Tony Magistrale 
Boston

March 21-22  
ALANA Reunion 
Burlington

March 31  
UVM Admitted Student Reception 
Burlington

April 1 
Admitted Student Reception 
Fairfield, Conn.

April 2  
Admitted Student Reception 
Armonk, N.Y.

April 9  
Admitted Student Reception 
Chicago

April 9  
Career Networking Event 
Burlington

May 18 
Commencement 
Burlington

June 5  
Liberty Mutual Alumni Golf Cup 
Boston

June 6-8   
UVM College of Medicine Reunion 
Burlington

June 8  
Giants Baseball Game 
San Francisco

October 10-12  
Reunion, Homecoming &  
Family Weekend 
Burlington

Details at alumni.uvm.edu

upcoming 
events
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A New Gateway to Campus

S ince its founding in 1791, the University of Vermont and the city of Burlington have 
been inextricably entwined. And with a campus spread atop the Hill Section, visitors 
often note difficulty in determining where the University physically begins. Happily, 

that is no longer the case. Since July motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians traveling west on 
Main Street have been welcomed by the new UVM Gateway sign, a fitting marquee that 
many, like Andrew Lewis ’13, say had always been missing from the landscape. 

After Andrew’s graduation last May, the Lewis family wanted to show their gratitude to 
UVM, and the Gateway sign was an opportune project. “We saw it as a nice way to give 
something back to UVM, which did so much to help Andy blossom intellectually,” says 
Andrew’s mother, Anne Lewis. “It was also a way to honor his late father, who never got to 
see him go on to college and graduate.” Lewis and her late husband, Edward Lewis, have a 
philanthropic legacy in their hometown of Pittsburgh, having supported their own alma 
maters, the University of Pennsylvania, Wharton, and Carnegie Mellon, as well as a host 
of other charities, foundations and academic institutions in the Pittsburgh area. “Eddie 
was an entrepreneur, a developer, and an investor. He always believed that helping young 
people succeed was, hands down, the best philanthropic investment he could make. I 
think our gift to UVM is very much in line with that philosophy.” 

The Gateway replaces the UVM berm, the bushes planted in the shape of the letters U, 
V, and M that had been in place since the early 1980s. That planting had been installed by 
UVM’s first professional groundskeeper, Dick Streeter, and saw various iterations over the 
years including evergreen shrubs, yews, and finally goldf lame spirea. The new sign 
consists of a concrete wall veneered with Champlain marble quarried in Isle La Motte, Vt., 
and is surrounded by native landscaping including white spruce, eastern hemlock, and 
heritage birch. At 51 feet long and roughly 5 feet high, and with back-lit stainless steel 
lettering, it is a fitting welcome to UVM’s ever-evolving campus.

“We saw it as a nice way to give something back to UVM.”
anne lewis

ira aLLen scHOLars
The Ira Allen Society, the donor recognition 
society of the University of Vermont 
Foundation, offers a scholarship for one 
undergraduate upperclassman who 
has a meritorious academic record, has 
demonstrated leadership capability, 
and has made outstanding volunteer 
contributions. This scholar represents the 
important impact that Ira Allen Society 
donors have on our University.

Eligible students meet the following criteria:
• GPA of 3.0 or higher
• Junior or senior status at the time  

of application
• Demonstrated financial need

The Ira Allen Society represents the 
pinnacle of philanthropy to the University 
of Vermont. Just as Ira Allen shaped the 
institution’s earliest legacies, today’s Ira 
Allen Society members continue to mold 
the University of Vermont.

uvmfoundation.org/iraallen
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ira aLLen scHOLar

Hillary Laggis ’14
Despite a long family legacy at the University of Vermont—her 
maternal grandfather was a professor of psychiatry, her paternal 
grandfather is an alumnus, and her mother, as well as many aunts 
and uncles, is also a graduate—Hillary Laggis yearned to venture 
outside of Vermont to do something different after high school. She 
took a gap year to volunteer as an English teacher in Ecuador and 
South Africa.

When that year ended, Laggis still wasn’t even considering UVM. 
She completed applications to Northeastern, North Carolina, Duke, 
and several other institutions, but worried about the affordability 
of an out-of-state education. Three of her best friends from high 
school ultimately persuaded her to give UVM a shot. “They could 
not say enough about how much they loved the school and the 
community,” Laggis says. 

The stars aligned when UVM offered Laggis a Community 
Service Scholars Program scholarship based on her work during 
her year abroad. Laggis recalls, “After talking to J.B. Barna, the 
faculty head of the Dewey House for Civic Engagement at the 
time, about the service opportunities at UVM and about the UVM 
community, I was sure that it was the right school for me.” 

Since that phone call, Laggis has spent the last three years 
defining herself as an outstanding student majoring in public 
communications and a dedicated public servant. She has 
volunteered extensively with Spectrum Youth and Family 
Services, a local youth homeless shelter, and has been an integral 
member of DREAM, a youth mentoring program, since the 
beginning of her tenure at UVM. 

When Hurricane Irene struck Vermont in August 2011, her 
commitment to service was put to the test and Laggis did not 
disappoint her home state. “I had such an incredible experience 
working with the town of Waterbury that I decided to apply for a 
full-time internship to work at the Vermont Irene Recovery Office in 
Montpelier the following summer. It was a unique opportunity to 
utilize both my public communications course work 
and my background in disaster relief and recovery.” 
These efforts landed her a coveted spot as a finalist for 
the Truman Prize, a national award that acknowledges 
students based on excellence in leadership, academics, 
and dedication to public service.

Laggis’ deep commitment to service was 
tested again when a close friend and classmate, 
Avi Kurganoff, passed away unexpectedly during 
sophomore year. Although emotionally shaken, she 
was able to bring to life her friend’s vision of bringing 
outdoor experiences to underprivileged teens. 
“Fulfilling Avi’s dream helped me realize my capability 
as a leader to inspire and direct others toward a shared 

vision. Being able to make it a reality was an empowering leadership 
experience.” Her accomplishments earned Laggis the prestigious 
Pearson Prize for Higher Education, a $10,000 award given by the 
Pearson Foundation to 20 students chosen from more than 20,000 
applicants for outstanding leadership in community service.

Now in her senior year, Laggis is back on campus after spending 
the summer and fall semester interning on the strategic integration 
team at FleishmanHillard in Manhattan, where she hopes to return 
after graduation for a permanent position. As the 2013-14 Ira Allen 
Scholar she has spent part of her last year on campus traveling as 
a student spokeswoman to selected UVM Alumni Association and 
Foundation events. With graduation looming large on the horizon, 
Laggis is excited to chart her next course outside of Vermont, 
but she is none too eager to leave the community she has spent 
four years building at UVM. “I can’t imagine being part of a more 
supportive and encouraging group of people and I know that it will 
be difficult, if not impossible, to replace that post-graduation. It’s a 
community unlike any other.”
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natiOnaL 
PHiLantHrOPy 
day 
What do 1,000 cupcakes in the 
Davis Center Atrium look like? 
It was hard to tell through the 
swarm of students gathered to 
enjoy the green- and gold-
frosted treats in celebration 
of National Philanthropy Day. 
The event, organized by the 
Student Alumni Association, was 
held to raise awareness about 
the impact of philanthropy on 
everyday life at UVM. Between 
bites, students took a moment 
to “stop and thank,” the slogan 
of the day, by writing thank-you 
notes to donors and filling a 
wall with sticky notes listing the 
many programs, facilities, and 
events they are thankful that 
donors generously support.


