
Tarrant Institute to  
Expand Reach

ith a recent $5 million gift—their second gift at this level—the Richard 
E. and Deborah L. Tarrant Foundation is fueling the expansion of a  

popular University of Vermont program that trains teachers to use the 
latest technology in their middle school classrooms.

UVM’s Tarrant Institute will now expand its work to as many as 60 schools across 
Vermont in the coming years, bringing innovative teaching practices to students. Results 
from the now $10 million initiative are promising: teachers are using more digital tools 
in the classroom, and students are participating more. Schools, meanwhile, report  
improved attendance and behavior in the classroom among students in the program.

“Walk into one of the partner schools, and students are alert, engaged and motivated,” 
said Rich Tarrant, whose foundation launched the Tarrant Institute in UVM’s College 
of Education and Social Services with an initial gift five years ago. “Educators can’t talk 
enough about how it’s changed their classrooms and schools. Kids have told us they 
can’t wait to get to school.” 

Penny Bishop, director of the Tarrant Institute and a professor in the College of  
Education and Social Services, said the teachers receive comprehensive training  
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“This past year has been a little 
difficult for me financially, and  
I was considering resuming  
my studies at a later date, but 
when I was notified that I was 
going to receive your scholar-
ship I breathed a sigh of relief 
and knew that I had someone 
watching over me. With your 
continued support, I know I can 
succeed in my dream of being 
a college graduate.”

 Krystal Marshall, LISMAn SCHoLAr

Thank You LeTTers From 
sTudenTs To donors

Every year hundreds of benefactors 
support the academic growth of  
our students by giving the gift of  
scholarship. Throughout this issue  
are a few excerpts from letters of  
gratitude written by students to  
scholarship donors.Deborah and Rich Tarrant with Vermont middle schooler Ben Craig at the announcement of the Tarrant 

Foundation’s $5 million gift.
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our mission
The mission of the UVM Foundation is to  
secure and manage private support for the  
benefit of the University of Vermont.

our Vision
The vision of the UVM Foundation is 
to foster relationships with alumni and 
donors that maximize their personal and 
philanthropic investment in the University 
of Vermont, toward the realization of the 
University’s aspiration to remain among the 
nation’s premier small research institutions.
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Making History, 
Growing Influence
As we welcome students back for the spring semester and 
the new year gets under way in earnest, the team at the UVM 
Foundation continues to be humbled and grateful for the 
growing support and commitment from UVM donors to the 
institution’s mission and vision. 

We see that donor enthusiasm for UVM is on the rise through our ongoing 
record-setting fundraising results—most recently for the first six months of this 
fiscal year, from July through December. During this period UVM saw more 
private gift commitments—$27.7 million—than in any previous six-month cycle 
in our 224-year history.

But more importantly, we know that our donors are engaged in the life of our 
steadily improving campus. They are seeing firsthand the impact of their investments  
in UVM—from more gifted students enrolled in our schools and colleges to 
ever-rising quality in the teaching and research done by our outstanding faculty.

Several of those success stories are featured in this issue of Impact, but these 
write-ups are just a small sampling of the across-the-board influence our donors 
are having on the future success and vitality of this institution. I hear from donors 
nearly every day who are grateful that their support can make such a difference in 
the life of this institution—from the donor whose gift helped a student withstand 
an economic shock at home thanks to supplemental financial aid, to the donor 
whose gift to help faculty members write better grant proposals helped lead to a 
multi-million dollar grant from the National Institutes of Health. 

Donor support at UVM has an outsized impact on our ability to succeed and 
grow, and for that—and for all you do to advance the University of Vermont— 
we are exceedingly grateful. 

Best wishes for a very happy, healthy and successful new year!

Sincerely,

Richard Bundy 
President and CEO

“I am a Vermont student with a passion for this great state’s 
natural resources and pristine scenery. Spending my days  
out in the field working on real research that will have an 
impact on the lake I love so much is extremely rewarding.  
I hope you are aware of the great things that come from 
donations like yours.” Bradley roy, BLITTErSDorF SCHoLAr
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STEM Complex Receives First Major Gift
A $1 million gift from long-time UVM 
supporter Richard W. Barrett ’66 and his 
wife, Elaine, represents the first major 
commitment to the university’s STEM 
Complex, a project that will help to trans-
form the Central Campus in coming years.

The Barretts’ generosity will help pay for 
design and construction costs for UVM’s 
STEM (science, technology, engineering  
and mathematics) facility—a state-of-
the-art complex of labs, classrooms and 
research facilities that promises to fulfill a 
new academic and economic development 
vision for UVM.

Total cost of the project is estimated at 
$104 million, of which $26 million will be 
raised from non-debt sources.

“We are deeply thankful for the generosity  
of Richard and Elaine Barrett and the 
Barrett Foundation for this gift,” UVM 
President Tom Sullivan said when he  
announced the gift to university supporters.

Barrett is a mechanical engineering  
graduate and entrepreneur who is the 
president and owner of Union Leasing 
Corporation, based in Boulder, Colorado. 

For years, he has supported UVM’s  
College of Engineering and Mathematical  
Sciences (CEMS) through the Barrett 
Foundation.

Barrett said his gift reflects his confidence in  
College of Engineering and Mathematical  
Sciences Dean Luis Garcia. “I am very 
impressed with Dean Garcia and the things 
he has accomplished in his first year at 
UVM. I believe he can attract highly  
qualified students and faculty, and those 
efforts will be enhanced by the addition 
of state-of-the art STEM facilities.”

In the past, the Barretts have sponsored a 
10-year-old summer research scholarship 
for as many as eight engineering students  
to work with a faculty mentor on a specific  
research project. The foundation also funds  
the Barrett Professorship, currently held 
by Dean Garcia. The couple’s generosity 

has also supported the Dean’s Excellence 
Fund, a discretionary fund to support 
CEMS teaching, research and outreach 
activities.

“As we look toward the future for CEMS, 
there is great symbolism in this first major 
gift to the STEM Complex from the Barretts.  
Fittingly, the bridge between Votey Hall 
and the new STEM building will be 
named in their honor,” said Dean Garcia.

“As we begin a major fundraising initiative 
to help pay for the project, this $1 million  
gift represents an important first step toward  
a transformed UVM that the new STEM 
facility will represent,” Garcia said. “To 
prosper as a comprehensive research 
university, we must replace aging labs, 
classrooms and project spaces that serve 
science and technology as well as research 
and instruction.”

“To prosper as a comprehensive research university, we must  
 replace aging labs, classrooms and project spaces that serve  
 science and technology as well as research and instruction.”
 — LUIS GArCIA, Dean, College of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences
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uPcoming eVenTs 

March 
BosTon, ma
Ira Allen Lecture and reception  
with Professor Peter Dodds.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 10

new York, nY
Ira Allen Lecture and reception  
with Professor Donna rizzo.. . . . . . . . . . . . . March 12

washingTon, dc
Ira Allen Lecture and reception  
with Professor Aimee Shen .. . . . . . . . . . . . . March 19

san Francisco, ca
Ira Allen Lecture and reception  
with Professor Josh Bongard .. . . . . . . . .March 26

BurLingTon, VT
2015 Graduating Women’s  
Celebration Dinner.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .March 29

Admitted Student reception.. . . . . . . . .March 30

April
BurLingTon, VT

Ira Allen Lecture and reception.. . . . . . . . . .April 2

Career networking night.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 8

Celebrating Scholarship Dinner.. . . . . . .April 20

UVM Foundation Board and  
Foundation Leadership Council  
Meetings.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 30–May 1

May
BurLingTon, VT
Welcome to the UVM Alumni Association 
Wine and Cheese.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 15

Commencement.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .May 17

June
san Francisco, ca
Giants Game and Tailgate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 14

Creating Entrepreneurs  
from Scratch
As the son of Vermont entrepreneur John Casella, Chairman & CEO, Casella Waste 
Systems, Inc., Robert Casella ’16 is no stranger to business. “Growing up in our family,” says 
John Casella, “many discussions revolved around the company. Almost every dinner table 
conversation was about learning the business or a debate on different aspects of the company.” 
But after enrolling in Professor Kathleen Liang’s Dollar Enterprise course, John detected a 
change in his son. “All Robert could talk about was Dollar Enterprise. As the semester  
progressed I really saw him maturing in areas I felt were crucial to his success in the future.” 

Dollar Enterprise is the brainchild of Kathleen Liang, professor of Community  
Development and Applied Economics, who dreamed up this class nine years ago.  
According to Liang, no one thought it would work. “I’m pretty famous on campus  
for doing crazy stuff,” she admits.

Undaunted, she walked into the first class of the semester with $45 in hand and staked 
each student with a single bill. They would then form teams, develop a product to  
make and sell with their startup capital and write a business plan. “They can read about 
people like Bill Gates, but those are other people’s stories,” she says. “They have to have 
the opportunity to create their own stories.” 

By John Casella’s account, Robert learned the significance of having a team committed  
to one vision—a tenet John himself subscribes to in his own business. “Success on a  
team is only possible when you treat your cohorts with respect, check your own ego  
and commit to the team’s goals, not your own,” he says.

After having the opportunity to meet Liang himself and view the course firsthand,  
John Casella was impressed. Together he and his wife, Susan, made a generous $25,000 
gift to Community Entrepreneurship in support of Liang and her curriculum. So far  
the funds have been used to purchase automatic card readers enabling participating  
students to sell their products via credit card—a change that Liang reports has already 
had a tremendous impact. “We were able to generate 20 percent of our sales from the 
credit cards, which is a great outcome for the first semester. And our estimated total 
profit was significantly higher than other semesters due to the use of credit cards.”

Liang has taught the class every semester since spring 2005, though the enrollment has 
grown to roughly 140. Over the years—with more than $40,000 donated to some 350 
different charities—her message of taking entrepreneurship into the community has 
resonated, occasionally lighting unexpected sparks of motivation.

Professor Kathleen Liang and Dean Tom Vogelmann 
with Susan and John Casella, P’16
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“Your scholarship has not only 
helped me with some of the 
financial burden I will face  
upon graduation, but also  
helps to show that people  
do see the importance of the 
social work profession. I 
appreciate your recognition of 
my academic growth and will 
use it as motivation to continue 
down this path, even when the 
work becomes difficult.”

Liz Truscott, BEITZEL SCHoLAr

Six Questions for Mark Dorgan
Mark Dorgan joined the UVM Foundation in December 2014  
as Vice President for Development. Dorgan spent 11 years at  
Carnegie Mellon University, where he most recently served as  
Assistant Vice President for Leadership and Planned Giving. 

whaT exciTes You mosT aBouT The uPcoming 
comPrehensiVe camPaign Launch? 
It is a great opportunity to share the impact of philanthropy 
with the entire UVM community and honor all of the donors at 
this point in the campaign. Launching the campaign is just the 

start. The duration of the entire campaign is a rewarding process of engaging alumni, 
parents and friends and matching their philanthropic passions to the mission of UVM. 

whaT is The BiggesT chaLLenge Facing higher educaTion 
Fundraisers?
The competition for philanthropic support has gotten serious, but I truly believe 
that if you want to change the world, give to a university. Universities pursue critical 
research activities generating new ideas and technology that are important economic 
drivers regionally and nationally, and they provide essential outreach and educational 
opportunities in their communities. When you consider it, philanthropic support of 
universities has a broad impact across all aspects of society. Just imagine a student who 
benefits from an endowed scholarship and down the road makes an important medical 
discovery, wins a Pulitzer prize, or establishes an important social service organization.

whaT conVinced You To LeaVe carnegie meLLon  
uniVersiTY For uVm? 
UVM is an institution on the rise. I am very impressed with the leadership and vision 
of President Tom Sullivan, Provost David rosowsky, and President and CEo of the 
Foundation rich Bundy. The university’s commitment to the STEM Complex and 
related programs unique to UVM because of its medical college and location in 
Burlington were all intriguing to me. 

whaT are You mosT Looking Forward To aBouT LiVing in VT? 
I am thrilled to be living in Burlington and look forward to taking advantage of all the 
community has to offer, from cultural institutions and great food, as well as recreational 
opportunities. I’ve been skiing since I was four years old and am glad to have so many 
great ski areas in close proximity again. 

Your sTar Trek coFFee mug has Been sPoTTed around The 
oFFice. are You a Fan? 
While not a true “Trekkie,” I am fan of the original series and was an avid watcher of the 
next Generation during college. The coffee mug was one part of a wedding gift from 
some of my high school friends. They wanted my wife, Stephanie, to know exactly what 
she was getting into. 

how do You sPend Your Time ouTside oF work? 
I plan to squeeze in as many ski days as feasibly possible. I also enjoy playing soccer and 
once spring rolls around will look for opportunities to play and get my son involved in 
soccer in the community. 

TArrAnT continued from page 1

tailored to their school. “Giving 
students technology without showing 
teachers how to integrate it into the 
curriculum, a so called ‘technology 
drop,’ is a recipe for disaster,” she said. 

“There’s been a tremendously positive 
reaction from the field,’’ Bishop  
added. “There’s great demand for 
teacher professional development  
and the integration of technology.”

Tarrant said he is pleased to be  
“doubling down” on the gift. “It’s  
been a home run, beyond even our 
most optimistic hopes.”

Since 2005, the Richard E. and  
Deborah L. Tarrant Foundation has 
been one of the largest, most active  
private foundations in Vermont, 
with its most significant work in the 
field of education. A former UVM 
Trustee, Rich Tarrant was co-founder, 
President, and CEO of IDX Systems, 
which became a leader in healthcare 
software and systems and was sold to 
GE Healthcare in 2006. The Tarrants’ 
three sons are all UVM alumni.



moVe-in daY raises more Than $90,000

on August 22, 2014, 2,300 first-year students from 39 states arrived on campus 
to begin their UVM journey—an experience new to these freshmen but familiar 
to generations of UVMers before them. This year, over 500 alumni and friends 
joined the Move-In Day Giving Challenge as the story of arriving at UVM, from 
overstuffed cars to tearful parents, was told entirely  
on social media. Tweets, Facebook and  
Instagram posts, and YouTube videos were  
shared in the day-long effort, raising more  
than $90,000 in 24 hours. Using the hashtag  
#moveuvm, students, parents and graduates  
joined in the social media challenge. 
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Alumni House is About Family
At the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Alumni House held during Reunion Weekend, 
Alice Plante ’15 was asked to offer her view of the significance of the day. 

“When I was asked to give a student’s perspective on this wonderful event today, my first 
thoughts were of my earliest memory of UVM, dating back to around June 2002 when 
my family visited for my father’s 30th year reunion with his Delta Psi fraternity brothers.

The whole family packed into the minivan and hauled up to Burlington for a weekend 
of shenanigans re-living the college dream. My favorite memory of the trip was when 
my father re-entered the house for the first time in many years and gave us the tour of 
his old stomping grounds. It was a place that obviously had meant a great deal to him.

Being part of a very large UVM family has been such a wonderful experience in more 
ways than one. Yes, many of my relatives attended and graduated from UVM. But my 
family extends beyond the traditional meaning of that word. I have made a home for 
myself here and have another family—a loving, supportive group of friends to share 
the best years of my life. My time at UVM would not be the same without either family.

The Alumni House will mean a lot to me because of the legacy my family has here, but 
also because of the community that I am now a part of. Alumni House will serve as my 
piece of UVM that I can consider my stomping grounds after graduation. 

This beautiful part of the historic UVM campus will stand for the best years of our 
lives, for the rest of our lives . . . spent with the most incredible and unforgettable 
people . . . for friendship . . . and most importantly, for family.

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart.”

Alice Plante ‘15 delivers remarks at Alumni House groundbreaking.

The University of Vermont Foundation I m pac t  |  �
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Allan Day has been tuning and restoring 
pianos for more than 44 years, but in all those 
years he had never seen a piano in a state of  
disrepair comparable to the one he was called 
in to look at—a 1926 Mason & Hamlin—
uncovered during the pre-construction phase 
of the future Alumni House.

Mason & Hamlin, a piano manufacturer out  
of Boston, was a fierce competitor of 
Steinway & Sons in the late 1800s. “Their 
pianos were heavier than Steinway’s, 
and their tonal characteristics were more 
profound, especially in the bass range,” 
explains Day, a registered piano technician. 
“They were a favorite of high-brow musicians. 
They just didn’t have the marketing prowess 

to propel them into wide acceptance and 
international acclaim.”

With the financial backing of several 
generous alumni and friends, Day embarked 
on a year-long restoration project that would 
see the instrument travel to Boston, where a 
new soundboard was installed by Absolute 
Piano, to Meetinghouse restorations in 
Quechee, Vermont, where it was refinished 
in “Ebony” (lacquer), and finally back into 
the hands of Day and his team in Williston, 
Vermont, for reassembly.

Alumni House Piano: restoring a Masterpiece “restoring a fine instrument like this one is 
very much like cleaning off the grime from 
the masterpiece painting. Even though 
expectations are high during the tedious 
process, the beauty is not realized until the 
project nears the end,” says Day.

For now the piano sits in wait in the Southwick 
Music Complex on redstone Campus, where 
the music department has been breaking it 
in. It will be placed in its permanent home this 
fall when Alumni House opens its doors to the 
public and the piano returns to the site from 
whence it came. Day looks forward to hearing 
it played in its rightful location and predicts, 
“That will be the time when I’ll get emotional.”

Left to right: piano as it was found in Alumni House, Allan Day leveling keys of 1926 Mason Hamlin piano 
during restoration, restoration complete

2014 award winners (l-r) Ian Boyce ‘89, Donna Rizzo G’94, Scott Bailey ‘09, Lois McClure, Walt Blasberg ‘71, Lowell Bailey ‘05, Rob Cox ‘89.

Foundation, Alumni Association Honor Seven at  Celebrating Excellence Awards
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“I am a mathematics major 
hoping to pursue a career in 
academia. I am currently a  
first-year student, and while I 
am only just finding my footing, 
I am overjoyed at the immense 
wealth of resources and 
connections that the University 
of Vermont has made available 
to me. I am touched by your 
willingness to support me in  
my studies.”

 Veronica Davis, nELSon SCHoLAr

presented with a citation recognizing their accomplishments on 
behalf of the university, community and profession, as well as an 
engraved crystal keepsake to commemorate the event.

Giving with “warm hands” has been a guiding principle for 
the McClure family’s philanthropic work. Today, McClure is 
president of The J. Warren and Lois McClure Foundation, a 
supporting organization of the Vermont Community Foundation 
established in 1995 to continue the tradition of project-oriented, 
collaborative philanthropy practiced by the McClures.

Over the years, the McClure Foundation has provided generous  
support to the University of Vermont and a virtual “Who’s  
Who” of Vermont charitable organizations. She has also served 
as a board member, honorary board member, or campaign  
committee member for many of these organizations. 

McClure’s deep commitment to UVM dates back to 1978, when 
she and Mac named the Howe addition to the Bailey-Howe 
library for her father. Since then, multiple gifts have been made 
to the university. In 2008 she made a $5 million gift to create the 
Center on Aging at UVM, the largest single gift ever donated by  
the McClure family. Thanks to this generous gift, the Center is  
able to focus research and scholarly work on the significant social,  
political, economic, and health impacts brought about by an aging 
population, with benefits that accrue to the common good.

Compared with the magnitude of the impact she has had on 
philanthropy in Vermont over many years, Lois Howe McClure 
was understated in her words of thanks as the recipient of the 
UVM Foundation’s 2014 Lifetime Achievement in Philanthropy 
Award. “Every minute we’ve had here has been great,” she said 
of her time with the late J. Warren “Mac” McClure and their 
lifetime of philanthropy in Vermont. “It’s been just a magnificent 
opportunity, to see this state come the way it has, and to play a 
small part has been a blessing. Thank you,” she said as a capacity 
crowd in the Dudley H. Davis Center’s Grand Maple Ballroom 
rose to their feet in applause.

McClure was one of seven people honored at this year’s Celebrating 
Excellence awards ceremony sponsored by the UVM Foundation 
and the UVM Alumni Association during the university’s annual 
Reunion, Homecoming & Family Weekend in October.

Receiving top honors from the Alumni Association were Donna 
Rizzo G’94, Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
and the Dorothean Chair in the College of Engineering and 
Mathematical Sciences, recipient of the 2014 George V. Kidder 
Outstanding Faculty Award; Rob Cox ’89, recipient of the 2014 
Alumni Achievement Award; Lowell Bailey ’05 and Scott Bailey 
’09, recipients of the 2014 Outstanding Young Alumni Award; 
and Walter Blasberg ’71 and Ian D. Boyce ’89, recipients of the 
2014 Distinguished Service Award. Each of the winners was 

Foundation, Alumni Association Honor Seven at  Celebrating Excellence Awards
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Ira Allen Scholar Zach Pion  
Credits Scholarship Support

Zach Pion ’14, G’15, the UVM Foundation’s Ira Allen Scholar  
for 2015, was pretty sure that the road to college would lead  
him out of Vermont. 

“A lot of my friends in high school were planning on going out  
of state for their education, so it just seemed like the thing to  
do at the time.” Much to his surprise, UVM’s strong business  
program and the generous financial aid package that was  
offered were too compelling to pass up. When all was said and  
done, Pion was admitted to all 10 schools to which he applied,  
but the campus tour set UVM apart. “I remember that it was a  

bright sunny day, all of zero degrees and windy.” Despite the frigid temps, “That tour  
took UVM to the top of my list. The campus was gorgeous!”

But after being assigned to a dorm of mostly sophomores, Pion had a hard time finding  
his niche. He knew from experience in high school that getting involved was the best  
way to acclimate and meet new people. “Greek Life wasn’t initially on my mind, as I had  
some misgivings about the fraternity system.” Fate intervened when a member of Phi Mu  
Delta, a newly forming service fraternity, reached out to Pion to bring him on board. “This  
was something I found to be very attractive—an opportunity to start a fraternity on UVM’s  
campus that could redefine being a fraternity man at UVM.” 

During his tenure as a Phi Mu Delta, Pion rose to become president of the chapter and saw  
his brotherhood named UVM Fraternity of the Year in 2013. “A few months after that, I was  
named Fraternity and Sorority Life’s Greek Man of the Year for 2014, an incredible honor that  
represented the culmination of everything I worked for in my undergraduate experience.” 

Awarded annually by the Foundation’s Ira Allen Society, the Ira Allen Scholarship recognizes  
academic achievement, leadership and volunteer contributions. Pion readily acknowledges the 
 integral role donor funding played in financing his education. “Scholarship support enabled me  
to take the leap to a higher education in the first place and to work towards creating a life for myself  
that is better than what my parents were able to access.” 

Since his graduation in May, 2014, Pion has been hard at work getting his master’s in accountancy right here at 
UVM. After completing an internship program with KPMG in Boston last summer, Pion accepted a full-time offer of 
employment with KPMG’s Atlanta office to begin this summer. Why the migration south? Warmer weather for one 
thing, but this business grad knows success is about more than just fun in the sun. He was drawn to Atlanta for its 
potential opportunity, namely its proximity to a number of Fortune 500 companies and the large airport that will  
allow him to be anywhere at a moment’s notice—even back in the Green Mountain State.

“This year I am serving as the University of Vermont Alternative  
Energy racing organization’s (AEro) Treasurer. over the summer  
we set out to build a hybrid racecar from the ground up. My work with UVM AEro 
has given me invaluable hands-on design experience in a real world engineering 
environment. Without your generosity, I could have none of the experiences that  
I cherish here at UVM.”  nathaniel rex, SWEnSon AnD MUrCH SCHoLAr
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Ceremonies Honor Endowed Faculty and Donors
Continuing a tradition that began in the 
spring of 2014, the UVM community 
gathered for two special events in the 
fall of 2014 to honor faculty who hold 
endowed chairs or professorships.

The two “investiture” events honored 
three new professors—Dr. Erik Monsen, 
Dr. Charles Schnitzlein and Dr. Stuart 
Hart—who recently joined the faculty of 
the School of Business Administration 
and Major Jackson, an acclaimed poet 
and member of the faculty of the College 
of Arts and Sciences.

“These ceremonies acknowledge and  
celebrate the stature of the endowed  
faculty position, one of the highest  
academic honors the university can  
bestow on a faculty member in recognition 
of their advancement of the academic 
enterprise,” UVM Foundation President 
and CEO Rich Bundy told the audience 
gathered in the Billings Library for the 
business school investiture in September.

That ceremony highlighted the recently 
appointed Steven Grossman Chairs in  
Entrepreneurship, Finance and Sustainable 
Business. Dean Sanjay Sharma predicted 

and words, embodies the spirit of what 
our dad stood for,” said Dennis. “I am 
confident that he will be an inspiration 
to motivate someone to alter their career 
path and choose to dedicate their life to 
helping all people. Our world is in need  
of more bridge builders.”

UVM President Tom Sullivan emphasized 
UVM’s growing role as a “talent magnet” that  
brings “innovation and entrepreneurship  
and the ideas that help our communities 
to grow and prosper.”

“I feel so strongly about outstanding faculty  
that my leadership team and the UVM 
Foundation have committed to doubling 
the number of endowed faculty positions 
by 2019,” Sullivan said. “When I arrived as 
president over two years ago, we had  
53 endowed faculty positions. I am proud 
to say that we now have 88 positions  
committed by our generous donors.”Steve Grossman ‘61

that these new faculty will “greatly add 
to the depth and breadth of knowledge 
of the school and elevate our reputation 
among other business schools across the 
country … This is just the beginning.”

In his remarks, Steve Grossman ’61  
explained that he has “always felt an  
obligation to support the system that  
supported me. My objective is to help  
the business school become one of the 
top business schools in the country.”

At an October ceremony at the Royall 
Tyler Theatre, Major Jackson was invested  
as the Richard A. Dennis University 
Professor. Dennis’ son, Michael, spoke 
poignantly about his late father’s legacy  
as a student athlete at UVM in the 1950s 
and his eventual role as the university’s  
first African American chair of the Board  
of Trustees. 

“Major Jackson, through his vision, work, 

Back row, (l-r) Casey Dennis, Langston McCullough, Kyle Dennis; front (l-r) Michael 
Dennis, Nathalie Dennis, Major Jackson, Didi Jackson, Mark Dennis
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doLLar enTerPrise is the brainchild of Kathleen 
Liang, professor of Community Development and Applied 
Economics. For three weeks students hawk their wares—knit 
goods, jewelry, art from repurposed products, food, tee shirts—
and tally profits, which are donated to charities. “It’s a quick 
intensive that equips students for real jobs and real business 
launches by teaching the importance of teamwork and 
professionalism,” says Liang. See full story on page 4.


